Christian Studies 8
Religions of the World, Sect. 1

Memory Work

All verses are from the NIV Bible. Quiz dates are subject to change.
Students will say or write the entire passage by memory. ©

Quiz Date Passage
(John 13:34-35) A new command I give you: Love one another. As | have
loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.
"Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way | loved you, you
love one another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—when they
Thursday see the love you have for each other."

November 8, 2007

(Romans 10:17) Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is
heard through the word of Christ.

But not everybody is ready for this, ready to see and hear and act. Isaiah asked what we all
ask at one time or another: "Does anyone care, God? Is anyone listening and believing a word of
it?" The point is: Before you trust, you have to listen. But unless Christ's Word is preached,
there's nothing to listen to.

Thursday
November 29, 2007

(1 Peter 3:15) But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.

Through thick and thin, keep your hearts at attention, in adoration before Christ, your
Master. Be ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks why you're living the way you are, and
always with the utmost courtesy. Keep a clear conscience before God so that when people throw
mud at you, none of it will stick. They'll end up realizing that they're the ones who need a bath.
It's better to suffer for doing good, if that's what God wants, than to be punished for doing bad.
That's what Christ did definitively: suffered because of others' sins, the Righteous One for the
unrighteous ones. He went through it all—was put to death and then made alive—to bring us to
God.

Thursday
December 6, 2007

(Ephesians 6:12-13) For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in
the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

And that about wraps it up. God is strong, and he wants you strong. So take everything the
Master has set out for you, well-made weapons of the best materials. And put them to use so you
will be able to stand up to everything the Devil throws your way. This is no afternoon athletic
contest that we'll walk away from and forget about in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-
or-death fight to the finish against the Devil and all his angels. Be prepared. You're up against far
more than you can handle on your own. Take all the help you can get, every weapon God has
issued, so that when it's all over but the shouting you'll still be on your feet. Truth, righteousness,
peace, faith, and salvation are more than words. Learn how to apply them. You'll need them
throughout your life. God's Word is an indispensable weapon. In the same way, prayer is
essential in this ongoing warfare. Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and sisters. Keep
your eyes open. Keep each other's spirits up so that no one falls behind or drops out.




Thursday
December 13, 2007

(Luke 21:14-15) But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you
will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none of
your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.

"But before any of this happens, they'll arrest you, hunt you down, and drag you to court and
jail. It will go from bad to worse, dog-eat-dog, everyone at your throat because you carry my
name. You'll end up on the witness stand, called to testify. Make up your mind right now not to
worry about it. I'll give you the words and wisdom that will reduce all your accusers to stammers
and stutters.

Thursday
December 20, 2007

(I Timothy 6:12, 15b-16) Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the
eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in
the presence of many witnesses. . . . God is the blessed and only Ruler, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor
and might forever.

Pursue a righteous life—a life of wonder, faith, love, steadiness, courtesy. Run hard and fast
in the faith. Seize the eternal life, the life you were called to, the life you so fervently embraced
in the presence of so many witnesses. Our Master, Jesus Christ, is on his way. He'll show up
right on time, his arrival guaranteed by the Blessed and Undisputed Ruler, High King, High God.
He's the only one death can't touch, his light so bright no one can get close. He's never been seen
by human eyes—human eyes can't take him in! Honor to him, and eternal rule! Oh, yes.

Friday
January 4, 2003

(John 14:26-27) But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything
I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not
be afraid.

The Friend, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send at my request, will make everything
plain to you. He will remind you of all the things | have told you. I'm leaving you well and
whole. That's my parting gift to you. Peace. | don't leave you the way you're used to being left—
feeling abandoned, bereft. So don't be upset. Don't be distraught.

Thursday
January 10, 2003

(John 15:5, 8) *“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in
me and | in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing... This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.”

"I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you're joined with me and | with you, the
relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can't produce a
thing. Anyone who separates from me is deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bonfire. But
if you make yourselves at home with me and my words are at home in you, you can be sure that
whatever you ask will be listened to and acted upon. This is how my Father shows who he is—
when you produce grapes, when you mature as my disciples.

Thursday
January 17, 2008

(Hebrews 9:27-28) Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many
people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring
salvation to those who are waiting for him.

Everyone has to die once, then face the consequences. Christ's death was also a one-time
event, but it was a sacrifice that took care of sins forever. And so, when he next appears, the
outcome for those eager to greet him is, precisely, salvation.




Thursday
January 24, 2008

(Luke 6:27-28, 31) Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you...Do to others as you
have them do to you.

"Has anyone by fussing in front of the mirror ever gotten taller by so much as an inch? All
this time and money wasted on fashion—do you think it makes that much difference? Instead of
looking at the fashions, walk out into the fields and look at the wildflowers. They never primp or
shop, but have you ever seen color and design quite like it? The ten best-dressed men and women
in the country look shabby alongside them. If God gives such attention to the appearance of
wildflowers—most of which are never even seen—don't you think he'll attend to you, take pride
in you, do his best for you? What I'm trying to do here is to get you to relax, to not be so
preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to God's giving. People who don't know God and
the way he works fuss over these things, but you know both God and how he works. Steep your
life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don't worry about missing out. You'll find all
your everyday human concerns will be met.

(Matthew 16:24) If anyone would come after me, he must take up his cross
and follow me.

Then Jesus went to work on his disciples. "Anyone who intends to come with me has to let
me lead. You're not in the driver's seat; | am. Don't run from suffering; embrace it. Follow me
and I'll show you how. Self-help is no help at all. Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to finding
yourself, your true self.

Thursday
January 31, 2003

(Galatians 1:10) Am | now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or
am | trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not
be a servant of Christ.

Do you think | speak this strongly in order to manipulate crowds? Or curry favor with God?
Or get popular applause? If my goal was popularity, | wouldn't bother being Christ's slave. Know
this—I am most emphatic here, friends—this great Message | delivered to you is not mere human
optimism. | didn't receive it through the traditions, and | wasn't taught it in some school. | got it
straight from God, received the Message directly from Jesus Christ.




