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“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the
great and first commandment. And a second is like it; You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two
commandments depends all the Law and the Prophets.” Matthew 22:37-40 (ESV)

Each January, the President of the United States gives a "state of the union" address. In it he hopes to inform
Congress and our citizens as to: how we have done, where we are, and what as a nation he hopes to do in
the coming year.

Some churches do this regularly as well. Of course, we keep all kinds of statistics here at Grace as well, and
you might find them interesting. While | am a bit reluctant to do a "state of the church" report each year (more
on that later), | do like to see how trends are moving over a series of years, and since I've been your pastor
through five Christmases, perhaps now is as good a time as any.

The news is encouraging. Thanks and praise be to God in Christ Jesus our Lord! Here's some "data points:"

Worship

This past Christmas was a real record setter! We typically add up attendance figures for all Christmas
services, including Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The highest total we had ever had was last year, with
attendance of 1,128. This year, we were blessed to serve 1,453 souls with a Christmas message of God's
grace to us in Christ Jesus. Praise God! This shows an increase over the last five years of nearly 50%.

Sunday worship attendance continues to grow, but perhaps not exactly in the way you might imagine. Five
years ago, total worship attendance at both services was 375 and today we see a 12-month average of 475,
an increase of 26%. During our school year, that number averages almost 500. But our greatest increase has
been at our early, traditional service, where we have grown from 110 to 160 in average attendance, an
increase of 45%. Our contemporary service has also grown, but a bit more slowly, showing an increase of
12%. The biggest reason for that is our limitations of parking, since we only have 130 parking spaces available
in our primary lot, which quickly fills at our 11:00 service. Great problems to have, with a fix on the way -- more
on that later.

Our elders have also supported the "rotation" of communion services so that the Lord's Supper is available
every Sunday to those who are willing to also rotate their time and style of worship. This has also allowed us
to expand our altar guild and gotten more people involved in the preparation of Holy Communion at those
services. Thanks to Susan and Glenn Stokes and Tasha Rodriquez for their servant leadership in this area.

Continued on next page



Outreach and New Members

We've also been blessed to receive into membership 280 adults and children in the past four plus years, an
average of 60 people per year. Of the 156 adults received, 110 have been confirmed into faith and 42 adults
and 74 children have been baptized. Compare this to the national average for our church body, in which only
20% of our congregations baptized two or more adults in the last year. God continues to draw people to
Himself and His saving grace through this family of God in Pocatello!

As | noted earlier, | am a bit reluctant to give an annual "statistical report” on membership and other numbers,
as in the end, all growth comes by the work of the Holy Spirit and not how clever we are or how hard we work.
But it never hurts to see how God has been working through us over a period of years, which this report
hopefully accurately reflects.

Finances

As you may remember, we went through a "triple whammy" financial crisis three years ago (enroliment and
economy dip as well as financial mismanagement). | am thrilled to report
that both church and school are solidly "in the black" and our accountability
procedures have produced tremendously accurate projections and actuals
over the last year and a half. So much so that we have not had to use any
of our line of credit since last summer, and should only need to use it very
little (if at all) in the coming months, and not at all in the following year. We
have had tremendously generous donors in our moment of need and in an
ongoing manner.

We have been blessed by your generosity and in special gifts that allowed
us to "ease into" the addition of Pastor Mike Suelzle, and it is our hope to
add a third person to our "pastoral team" in the person of Mr. Jim Von Busch
this coming July. Thanks to God for working faithfully through your gifts to
do ministry here at Grace.

Future Plans

You may have attended one or more meetings in which we have shared plans for expanding our ability to
serve more people with the Gospel through our church and school. As | have told Mr. Flicker, my hope is that
our school can, within the next three years, serve 500 students between our childcare and schools, and our
congregation serve 800 souls in worship every week. To do this will require significant changes and expansion
to our facility and parking. With the Ballard Building having been denied us, our plans for remaining on our
current site are invigorating!

It is our hope to break ground this Spring on a building and parking expansion. Initial talks with the City have
been excellent, and with the successful sale of our lower campus (in which we have had encouraging interest),
we will successfully unite our two campuses and provide growth opportunities for our early childhood and
daycare ministries. Expanding our parking initially by approximately 50 spaces will increase our capacity at
worship and other events by about 30%. This would allow for us to grow to about 600 in worship in this "phase
1." Funding for this will come through the sale of lower campus and the savings we will realize in combining
our two campuses.

Additional phases will include a gymnasium, even more parking, and ultimately, a sanctuary expansion. Our
second phase will hinge on the successful sale of the vacant land which is between us and Applebee's.

Please keep these in your prayers -- that God will open those doors to aid us in the mission He has given us to
reach as many as possible for Jesus Christ.

Simple Church

Finally, and most importantly, true "growth" happens when God's people grow in faith and action in response to
His indescribable love to us in Christ. Thus, "simple church" -- a way of focusing our energies on those things
that "matter most" -- to love the Lord our God with all our heart -- and love our neighbor as well. As our Lord
Jesus has said, these two commands sum up all the instruction of God.



Therefore, | encourage you this new year to think and pray carefully about how you might see that all three
"simple church" ideas are addressed in your own walk with Christ. My encouragement: Commit to weekly
church attendance, where we grow in our knowledge of God's great love to us in a fundamental way. Don't let
worship be "the first thing to go" when your life gets busy. Come and be refreshed by His grace in the
presence of your church family. Invite a friend to know and experience what you know firsthand. Second, pray
about how you might serve and love others within the family of God. If you've never been part of a small
group, start with soup and salad, or join a sermon-based small group for one term - usually about 8 weeks.
You'll get connected to others in a new way, and your needs will be met at a new level of care. Finally,
consider how you might use your gifts and abilities to serve others who may have no connection to Grace (or
grace). Perhaps you can help at the new crisis pregnancy center. Maybe you can volunteer with United Way.
Maybe you could serve meals, or volunteer at the hospital or go with a group to Mexico or Uganda. Maybe we
can expand our Angel tree or prison ministry. Let's see where God will lead!

There is so much for us to be thankful for, and | hope the preceding has given you much to praise God about
as a member of Grace Lutheran Church. It's my prayer that this new year you will experience the reality of
God's love for, in, and through you in many, many ways. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

Blessings in Christ this New Year!

Pastor Dinger
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GRACE LUTHERAN STAFF

To communicate with Grace Staff;
Church 237-0467; School 237-4142; Childcare (lower campus) 237-9386

Pastor Jonathan Dinger, Pastor:

240-3784 email: jdinger@gracepocatello.org
Pastor Michael Suelzle, Associate Pastor:
237-2270 email: msuelzle@gracepocatello.org
Dick Scott, Church Administrator:

238-0813 email: rscott@gracepocatello.org
Gabe Flicker, Executive Director of GLS:

241-7008 email: gflicker@gracepocatello.org

Yvonne Wittrock, Director of Connecting Ministries:

380-9770 email: ywittrock@gracepocatello.org
Teresa Dinger, Worship Coordinator:

226-4857 email: tdinger@gracepocatello.org
Kristin Black, Director of Children’s Ministry:
406-4868 email: kblack@gracepocatello.org

Kathy Root, Church / Financial Secretary:
237-0467 email: kroot@gracepocatello.org
email: ChurchOfficeO1l@gracepocatello.org
Anne Bopp, Grace Lutheran School Principal:
232-9403 email: abopp@gracepocatello.org
Matt Hardin, Director of Early Childhood Center:
237-9386 email: mharding@gracepocatello.org
Congregation Chairman:
Chuck Buerstatte, 339-1961
Chairman of Elders: Greg Ford, 232-5587
Church Treasurer: John Schaller, 238-5942
Chairman, Property Manager:
Mike Drake, 479-4880
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Here's What's Happening

Sunday Worship Schedule

t'8:15am
t'11.00 am
Sunday Education Hour
9:45am t 10:35am
Coffee Fellowshjp t9:15am & 10:45 am

Traditional Worship
Contemporary Worship

Join a Great Committe That Will Impact the
Spiritual Lives oflWomen in a Significant
Way - Women's Retreat Committ@12

Want to join a committee that has great fun

pl anning our Grace Wo me
(The retreat dates are September23, 2012.)
Wedre getting together
January 22 right after the 11:00am service at
12:30PM inthe school cafeteria. Bring a lunch iten
to share as well your new ideas for theme and
speaker for our fall retreat.

We meet once a month through September and ar
one is welcome to join us. Contact Yvonne Wittroc
at 237-0467 or ywittrock@gracepocat®.org for
more details.

Retreat Planning
Committee

GRACE WELCOME BRUNCH - YOU ARE INVITED!

Our Grace Welcome Brunch happens the first Sunday of
every month right after the 11:00 am service and is designed
for those who are new to our Grace Lutheran church family.

This delicious meal, so graciously prepared for us by
members of our church, is hosted by our Pastor Dinger and
Pastor Suelzle and their families. It's an opportunity, in a
casual setting, to ask any questions you may have about
Grace Lutheran Church.

This month’s Welcome Brunch will be held on Sunday,
January 8" at 12:30 pm at the home of Pastor and Teresa
Dinger (2800 Sonoma, Pocatello).

For more information email
ywittrock@gracepocatello.org

COOKIES, CONVERSATION AND CARE

Cookies, conversation andare will meet January 8th
after the 11am service in the lunchroom. We will be
sending bookmarks and a New Year's note to the
students. Please join us as we gather for food,
conversation, assembling and prayer. Please contact
Caryn at 2213243 (elliottcary n@gmail.com) or
RaeAnne at 2515578.

Also, please start collecting the fngles cansagain.We
will need 60 cans in February to send Valentine
cookies......if you are interested in helping bake cookies
please contact Caryn for details.

We are gratefulfor the support and encouragement
from the congregation for the ministry. Please continue
praying for the students.




LUTHERAN WOMENOS

January 11, 2012 will be th@annual Secret
Sistes Christmas Party.

Please prayerfully consider atidance and

I nvol vement Womemds cMius g
League. Contact Sherri Palmedr226-6562 for

further information. i
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Soup & Salad it is a social activity within the
congregation of Grace that provides a means of
getting people together in small groups. As a result,
new friendships will be formed and existing
friendships will be strengthened.

After an initial sign-up, groups are formed of
approximately 6 to 10 adults. These groups meet
with each other as often as time permits. We
recommend once a month. This getibgether could

be a simple dinner potluck for adults or a lunch after
church for families. Childrenmay be included at the
discretion of the individual group.

You may sign up today or next Sunday at the table ir
the foyer.

Questions? Please call Karen Flicker 2}
at 237-2467 or Patsy Eike at 2381074.

PINOCHLE FELLOWSHIP

Pinochle Fellowship will meet on NOT
meet during January.
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Pinochle

Watch for future details for our February fellowship.

Out to Lunch Bunch

The Out to Lunch Bunch is a group of ladies that g
together once a month at a favorite restaurant for
lunch and fellowship. Anyone wishg to join this
group for food and fellowship is welcome.

Their next luncheon will beon Thursday, January

12hat noon at To mé& andGlgrk).c
Pleaseontact Anne Kahm at
237-2382 or it e T
mannekahm@gmail.com &5 '
for more information or 4 .
to reserve your spot.
Breakfast
and Bible Study
& > \/

Our Men'’s Breakfast and Bible Study is held on the
2" and 4™ Saturday of each month. A delicious
breakfast is prepared by Tim Burleson for all to
enjoy. We meet in the large conference room (off
the gym) from 8am to 10am. The next meeting will
be Saturday, January 14" & 28" .

For more information contact Mike Marquette at
237-2989 or email MM9132)J@aol.com

New offering envelope s are available for
pick up in the hallway leading into the
sanctuary.

If you were not assigned envelopes, but would

like some, please contact Kathy in the church
office.

There is a new Hower hart in the gym
available for sign ups.

CHI LDRENGS CHOI
OQur Chil drends Choir
Wednesday, January 4 ™ at 6:30pm in the
Prayer Chapel here at Grace.

Wi

Letds beat the winter
and sing!! We have planned games and movie
clips, singing with actions and an all -around
good time. Choir is open to all kids in grades
1-6.

Directed by Teresa Dinger 0
tdinger@gracepocatello.org

Childrens Choir
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Camp Perkins

Children's Mini

UPCOMING RETREATS FOR 2012

Craft Weekends
January 1316 or February 17-20, 2012
ltdés time to get out and

for you. Grab your scrapbooks, quiltspé sewing
machines and get ready for fellowship with other
crafters from all over Idaho! 9

Jr High Winter Retreat @yf
February 35, 2012 WINTER RETREAT
Come to Camp Perkins to play in the snow, eat
great food, sit by a warm fire, build new friendships|

and grow in your relatonship with God through
Bible study, worship and close community!

Sr High Winter Retreat
March 9-11, 2012

Spend time by the fire, eat great food and play in tt
snow with friends! Stay in the cozy retreat center
and spend your days on the tubing hill; country
skis, or hiking in snow shoes. This retreat is
planned and led by Sr. High Youth!
3

Mends Winte ﬁfﬂ%
March 16-18, 2012 RetrEd't

Enjoy a steak dinner, the hot wings, & the men's
movie night. During the day, take an adventure on
guided snowshoe and css country ski treks, or
snow tubing, or access the back country ski terrain
and enjoy fresh powder! If you want to snowmobile
you are more than welcome to! You can bring your
own or rent them from Smiley Creek Lodge!

Camp Perkins Lutheran Outdoor Ministries

Contact Camp Perkins at (208)788-0897 or
Email info@campperkins.org

Cost varies by program and accommodation

COMING TO GRACE IN JANUARY

Grace will once again be hosting the annual Camp
Perkins Chili Cookofbn Sunday, January 29

Watch for more informationi n future ¢
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SERVICE PROJECT

This year the Childrends
Compassion & Hope Pregnancy Center for their servi
project. We will donate our offering money to them at
the end of the school year. So far the kids have raisec
$65.00 to donate to the center.

In spring we will have a diaper drive for the center, so
keep watching for details’ Y

All of our current Sunday school teacher s are
returning to teach for the rest of the year!

OQur Childrends Ministry te
HOORAV 5% A/ TEACHERS!
I f you have thought about

Ministry and would liket o
looking for people to substitute.
If you would like to get on our sub list please contact
Kristin Black at 237 -0467.

otrydé it out

BEST BUDDY DAY

Coming up in February we are having a Bring Your Bt
Buddy Day. We would love to have yokids bring
their friend to Children

We will have some special activitie
and prizes for the kids!
Brmfd
y

CHI LDRENG&S MI NI STRY

If you would like to sign your kds up for

g_—_—_‘\
Childrends Minist | HweYu

i ?
registration sheet on the slat wall acros ngned Up?
from the church office. @0— MM
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We also have registration sheets on thi ==

Education Table, located in the front ==
foyer every Sunday morning. =
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Every Sunday morning you are invited to these uplifting and informative classes. We
pray the Holy Spirit may touch your heart as you grow through God’s Word, the Bible.

1 Groups meet from 9:45 a.m.-10:35 a.m.

9 Our church nursery is available for ages 0-3 years old.

9 Older children and youth are invited to attend their own classes.
9 Older youth are also welcome to attend adult classes.

Contact Yvonne Wittrock, Director of Connecting Ministries, with any questions at
ywittrock@gracepocatello.orgr by telephone at 230467.

Classes for Januvary, 2012

NEWCIlasses in January

NEW Parenting Enrichment Class beginning
Sunday, January 8, 2012

AParenting: The Early Yearso
Do | have what it takes to be a good parent?
This seems to be the question on the minds of many parents these days, but not everyone
finds it easy to ask for help. That's why Les and Leslie Parrott have created this video-
driven study called "Parenting: The Early Years." In this six-session series, the focus is on
more than any given technique or how to get kids to eat their broccoli and clean their
room. It takes a Biblical approach into the traits parents want their children to have and
what traits they want their children to see modeled in them.

PARENTING

THE EARLY YEARS

This study looks at what it's like for married, single and blended families. Twenty families opened their homes and let
cameras capture real-life parenting moments-- both the joys and the challenges. Some of these are funny moments and
some are completely honest moments that every parent can relate to. We'll use these scenarios as a springboard for our
own discussion and sharing together.

So, if you're a parent of preschool or elementary age children, expecting parents or even grandparents who are finding
yourselves raising grandkids, this class is for you!

We'll be getting together every Sunday morning from 9:45am-10:35am from January 8 through February
12. Leslie Land (our Grace Lutheran School pre-K 3 teacher) along with her husband Brian, will be facilitating this
study.

Workbooks are $9. Register at the Education table in the church foyer so we can order a book for you or e-mail
Yvonne Wittrock at ywittrock@gracepocatello.org

*
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NEW Class Beginning Sunday, January 8
"Martyrs, Kings, and Fathers: The First 700 Yea rs of Christianity" * * * *

Have you ever wondered why we say the Creeds we do?wWhy their are 27 booksin the New
Testament? Did the church really disappear for well over 1,000 years as our LDS neighbors
like to say? Just who are those church fathetkat are on the church calendar? Does it seem
strange that some people hate Constantine and other people love hinsdlidify your Christian
roots as we look at the first 700 years of united Christendom, and answer these and other
guestions. Become fam#r with our great Christian heritage, and how God has

providentially preserved his Church and Gospel through the centuries. Discover also how
confessional Lutherans fit right in the center of classical Christian orthodoxy.

This class meets from 9:45 -10:35am on Sunday mornings in Room C-159 (middle

OAETTI1 xET CcqQs /| OO0 AAAEI EOAOT O EO ! AOTT (AL
in Theology. Come, expand your knowledge of early Church history and ask lots of

guestions!

Ax 711 AT 60 #bduaday, FakugrgIsh *E |
Will we ever get tired of hearing about how much

“Get Out of That Pit”, our new Women’s Study, reminds us that God is with us in the

pit places of our lives. Beth Moore is a former pit dweller who shares the fresh air beyond the
pit because she want you, me, all of us to have that freedom, too. She
recognizes that sometimes we are thrown into the pit. Sometimes we
slip into a pit. And sometimes, to be truly honest, we jump right into
the pit. How does God help us get out?

God will show us His Love and Presence are better than anything we
can experience in this life — and we’ll know the power of God’s
Word that defies all darkness.

Join this Women’s Study beginning Sunday, January 15, at 9:45am in Room C- 157 (middle school wing)
led by Yvonne Wittrock. The cost of the book is $6. Register at the Education Table in the Gym on
Sundays or email Yvonne at ywittrock@gracepocatello.org if you would like a book.

:
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CLASSES ALREADY IN PROGRESS

Note: Class is completed Januaryh8
Believing is SEEING! That is one of the mog important lessons God has taught Jennifer Rothchild

since retinal disease began claiming her eyesight more than 20 years ago.
O4EEO OOOAU EO 110 AAIT OO AlT ET AT AOOhd OAUO *AlTT EE
and humor, she shars the guiding principles we should walk by and show you how to:

1 Move with freedom, even in confining circumstances.

1 Hear echoes of hope even in heartache.

9 "A Ai pi xAOAAh AOAT xEAT Ui O Ai180 AAAI 00601 TC
At times life is dark for all of us. But you can whlforward by faith, right into His marvelous light.
This study is kd byKristin Flicker. All women are welcome to attend this six -week DVD study.

LOCATION: Room G 157 (middle school wing) at 9:45AM.

"The Book of Revelation " led by Pastor Dinger ** **

oAT 1 A EAOA AAAT 1 AA O1 O1 AAROOOAT A AO OEAU OAAA
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Christian view of the Book of Revelatio is that the letter from the Apostle John was written to encourage
Christians in every age who suffer for their trust in Jesus. Revelation points us to a brighter future. In

this book, the Lord Jesus reveals to us glimpses of the glory, blessings, arydwe can anticipate in the

new and eternal age to come. Please join Pastor Jonathan Dinger for lively discussions and in -

depth teaching of The Book of Revelation. LOCATION- Join Pastor Dinger at 9:45am each Sunday in

the Large Conference Room (justfbthe school gym) for this study.

O4EA "TTE T £ (AAOAXxQOS E 6 6
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the workings of the Holy Spirit, the writer to the Hebrews speaks to us today concerning:

1 Jesus, the supreme spiritual force

1 Jesus, our Savior, the author and finisher of our faith

9 ourresponse to Jesus as we encourage and are encowaddy the faithful
Join our dedicated Bible study leader, Rod Jenneiahn, as we explore the background information of this
book? its author, audience, occasion and purpose as well as helpful discussion so we can apply of these
words from God to our own dailylives. LOCATION- In the middle school wing, Room €.49.

Asterisks suggest the difficulty of the class. * * * ** = Most Challenging



Connecting with God in a NewWay in the New Year!

“You are welcome just as you are. Your doubts and pains are welcome, too. We're all in this together. God is here ready to connect
with you in a fresh way.” ~Sign at a Lifetree Café

New Calendar Year, New Year’s Resolutions, New Body, Happy New Year! The words NEW, NEW, NEW
ring in our ears often through newspaper ads and TV commercials, in Internet pop-ups and Google tag lines
especially this time of year.

It turns out that God gives us His NEW message all year round and we know there is no empty commercial
promise or discouraging broken resolve in what He tells us. Through the ups and downs of the New Year before
us we can be assured “His great love is new every morning.” That’s not a few days, or a few weeks, one
month... no! 365 days of this New Year, new every morning!

We find His wonderful encouraging words for the New Year in Lamentations 3: 21-24:

“But here is something I remember.

And it gives me hope.

The Lord loves us very much. A N EW I
So we haven’t been completely destroyed. 7 &
His loving concern never fails. 1 | YEAR

OPPORTUNITIES

His great love is new every morning.
Lord, how faithful you are!
1 say to myself, “The Lord is everything I will ever need.

So I put my hope in Him.’

We need that message of hope each day of the New Year. We know when we call out to Him, He will listen to
us. God says, “When you look for me with all your heart, you will find me.”

| pray that for each one of us at Grace. That we take what God tells us seriously and look for Him with all our
hearts. We have the opportunities right before us. Let this be the year to connect in a fresh way to God!

How can this happen? May | suggest an easy two-step plan: 1) be in a worship service consistently on Sundays
2) join a Bible study to hear and take His promises to heart

Blessings in the New Year!
Yvonne Wittrock, Director of Connecting Ministries

For information about Sunday morning Bible studies and small group Bible studies check out the
descriptions in this newsletter or contact Yvonne Wittrock at ywittrock@gracepocatello.org or 237-0467.
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS PROJE(

Merry Christmas to our troops!

Please consider making a monetary donati
to purchase phone cards, or donate an AT:
Worldwide pre-paid phone card.

| would like to ship them off sometime hmonth so
the troops are able to call home during the holidays.
Please remember our men and women in uniform ar
pray for them.

For more information please contact me at 22607.
Thank you, Nancy Hurley

SALVATION ARMY LUNCH MINISTR

HELP WANTED:

Families encouraget apply!

Everyone can help in this wonderful ministry.
Serveahom& ooked meal to (

Donate food and/or serve with a smilg
First Saturday of every month!!

To volunteer call:
' Katie Mooneyd 233-8015 '
Elaine Jacobsah251-1572

GRACE CARE GIVE (]
oCome to me all W/IO/—\'
burdened and | will )

Matthew 11:28

The elders and members of Grace have several care gro
that can help with your burdens, both spiritual and
temporal. We would like to help. You may call: Rod
Jenneiahn (7829611); Harold Klein (2375347); Randy

C.A.R.S. MINISTR® ;

Car repairs for those in need. They typlca
meet on the fourth Saturday of every mont’ 'l
from 9-Noon in the Grace Lutheran parking lot.
Questions? Contact Cliff Cumngs at 2214506.

The next car repair day will be Saturdayan.28th.

If you would like to help pay for some of the car repairs
please donate to the CARS fund. You may place your

donation in the offering plate on Sunday or drop it by the
church office.Please earmark it for CARS fund.

WOMENGS PRI SON

Please continue to py for our Prison Ministry team as
the need is great. Bibles are needed at the priggou
have any soft cover Bibles that you would like to donate
please bring them to the Church office or if you would
like to contribute money to purchase Bibles yoayrplace
a check in the offering plate or drop it by the church
office. Please earmark your check Women's Prison Bibl
If you have questions please contact Cindy Naftzger at
716-0010.

MANNA MEAL MINISTRY

If you have an emergency meal need plea
contact Tim Burleson at 238061 /
email:timandmelanie@cableone.net

If you would like to assist Tim by making meals When
needed, please contact hiffhis is a great ministry to
support those who need some extra loving care.

BARNABAS TEAM

The Barnabas Team is a group of people who write
notes of encouragement to people on our prayer lis
and pray for the needs of our congregation. Anyone
intereskd in joining this team or who needs more
information about it, please call Bonnie DeNully at
233-2329.

SheltonDavis (233 3937).

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Stephen Ministersaln 6t j ust provi de
experiencing a major crisis. They also provide care and
support for people weighed down by the little things in life
I f youd6re feeling down, |«
could benefit from the care, support, amthcouragement of
a Stephen Minister. I tds |
really make a difference in your life! To find out more, talk
with one of our Stephen Leaders: Lois Marquette, Betty
Sigler or Ernie Naftzger.

For referrals ontact Bart Schuerman, 220181 or 237-
8054; or Pastor Dinger 23-0467.

HELPING HANDS MINISTRY

Would you like to join a ministry that

helps with home repairs? Or do you need}
something fixed around the house? Contact
Jim Tros® 232-5289 ¢ for more information

lmummnllﬁ
HOME REPAIR
miNIsTaRY

FAMILIES IN NEED

Due to our current economy there have been many
people calling the church office asking for financial help
Unfortunately we do not have any funds availablehtelp

them with. If you would like to helpplease donate to our
Families In Need Fund. You may do so by placing yout
donation in the offering plate, mailing it to tl“

Church or dropping it by the church office.
Please earmark it fd~amilies in Need.
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The following members and friends of Grace Lutheran
Church are celebrating anniversaies during the month of
January. We pray for Godds bl e
another year together. We encourage you to remember
them in your prayers on their special day. (/f we have any .:
errors or omissions, please let us know)

The following members and friends of Grace Lutheran
Churchare celebrating birthdaysduring the month of
January We pray for Godd6s bl
encourage you to remember them in your prayers on
their special day. (/f we have any errors or omissions,
please let us know!)

1- Glenn & Chenoa Buck

Miriam Cooper, Karolina Ganschow
Michael Brown, Patricia Logsdon, Edward
Obray, Sherry Patterson

Jennilee Claassen, Morgan Hurley, Tyler
Semons

Walter Gay, Brandi Young

Luke Williams

Eleanor Medley, Betty Prebbanow
Hannah Drake, A.J. Evans, Mike Hunter,
Aubrey Scheffler

Amy Busalacchi, Jon Carlson
Caleb Grice, Kim Lammers

Dorothea Laible

Rachael Fornarotto, Emma Keating, Nikola
Milovanovi ¢, Dori Roeder, Chris Tatham
Mariah Deeg, Levi Gribas, Loren Mercer
Ben Bopp, Rufus Van Dyke

Jan Baden

Ron Gallegos, Trevor Taylor

Clay Baden, Tim Dillon

Sam Bopp, Bonnie DeNully, McKenna
Doremus, Carrie Zitterkopf

Michael Fornarotto, Katelyn Rice, Rachel
Van Dyke

Kandis Garland, Krissy Iwakiri, Harriet
Johnson

Hunter Mansfield, Chikako Sanders, Patty
Semons

Emmett Holt

Candace Neeser

Angela Askey

Lana Gribas, Avin Meyer

Jacque Dobbins, Bryan Phinney

Faith Schroeder

Robert Askey, Kay Brown, Dongkuk Lim,
Ryan Mooney
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., homebound friends are; Paul Krause,

W:

Mark & Theresa Mansfield
4- Corey & Shawnee Rasmussen

17- John & Rhonda Johnson

_ I Sl EEhEnn S ="

18 Kevin & Pat Ferry
20- Jose & Shirley Iniguez
28- Alvin & Vivian Meyer

31- Don & Donna Dyer

|
»

Please remember our homebound members in your
prayers. If you have the opportunity to write a note or
stop by for a visit they would really appreciate it. Our

Clara Naftzger, Loraine Frey, Wilma
Johansen, Theda Myers, Fern
Anderson, Esther Witt, Erna
Pohlman, Glenda McCall, Jan Vier

If yo would like to sign up for flowers for the
birthday or anniversary, to honor a special
of a loved one, you may do so on ttie fitmu

board in the gym.

Each set of bouquets costs %2 stmuliibbe
out to GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, pl
fundPlease take the flowers home any timr
service on the Sunday you signed up for.




Similar Interest Small Groups
Similar Interest Groups

GG #: SAT 0ANEW Beginning January 21, 2012 General Grc

Location/TimeRoon®157 (middle school wing)2:BOpm

Activity: Couponing 101

Leader:Beth Suelzle at suelzlefamily@gmail.com e223Y

Have you heard of the show Extreme Couponing? Do you want to save more on your
groceries? Are you tired of paying full price for normal items? If you answered YES to
these questions then here's something for you — a couponing workshop! You will learn
how to maximize your grocery savings, the couponing secrets of the pros, which stores
will let shoppers stack multiple coupons, how to track sales and discounts online, and
best of all - how to get the store to pay you to shop. Contact Beth if you're interested in
coming so she knows about how many people to plan for.

GG # SATO3Resumes, Saturday, January

Location/TimeSchool Gym/101:30am

Activity Body and Soul Womends Workout

CoordinatorYvonne Wittrock at 28467 ywittrock@gracepocatello.org
Group exercises using an exercise DVD. We pray for our families and encourage each
other to be focused on a healthy lifestyle.

GG #: SAT 05 Meets as scheduled
Location/Timefech LabMBpm
Activity: Online Scrapbooking
Leader: Beth Suelzle at suelzlefamily@gmail.com-22 ZAB7

If you would like to be placed on an email list for the next time we'll get together contact
Beth. We have fun encouraging each other as we do our on-line scrapbooking.

GG #: TUES 02
Group Location/TimeArt Room/6:38pm

Activity. Grace Womeno6s Book Club
Leader(s): Kristin Flicker (kuflicker@gracepocatello.org-8728por Tera
Letzring fera.letzring@gmail.camn 7057716)

We meet on the second Tuesday of the month. Our book for January is The Happiness

Project: Or, Why | Spent a Year Trying to Sing in the Morning, Clean My Closets, Fight

Right, Read Aristotle, and Generally Have More Fun by Gretchen Rubin. Contact Kristin
if you are interested in more details and/or would like to know what we are reading in the

New Year.

GG #: 24 Thursday, January12 General Group

Location/Timefomés Gyro (150 N.-1pgnPd Ave.

Activity: Out to Lunch Bunch
Coordinator:Anne Kahm at 237-2382

This group gets together once a month on varying days at a favorite restaurant for lunch

and fellowship. All ladies and men, too, are invited to attend. Contact Anne if you plan
to come so reservations can be made.

GG #: SAT 06 Meets as scheduled
Location/TimeStay tuned

Activity: Pinochle Fellowship
Coordinator: Krista Johnston at 2579
We typically meet once a month for a themed meal from 6-10pm on a Saturday night.
Anyone 18 or over who enjoys playing Pinochle—or would like to learn—is welcome!
Contact Krista if you have questions.

General Group

GG #: 22 Meets as scheduled by membergoiupe General Group
Location/TimeDepends on the group

Activity: Soup and Salad Meal Fellowship

Coordinators: Patsy Eike at 2834 or Karen Flicker at 2367

Our sign-up was in December but if you act quickly there may be a spot for you for our
winter/spring (January—April) Soup and Salad fellowship with couples, families and
singles meets once a month. Call for more information.

Service Small Groups

GG #: 23 Meets as scheduled General Group
Location/Time: Contact Kim Drake for next meeting time and place
Event: Check with Kim Drake

Contact: Kim Drake at 49843 or kim.drake @bankéescom

We're raising money to build a classroom for the Rock of Ages Elementary School in
Uganda, Africa.

Womends G

January 10 (chanc

Service Small Groups

GG #: SAT 02 First SAT of the month General Group
Location/TimeAt the Salvation Army/1042x30pm

Service:Salvation Army Meal Ministry

CoordinatorsElaine Jacobson (28572; ejacobso@yahoo.com) or Katie
Mooney (238015;ktmooney17@gmail.com)

One of our Grace Lutheran small groups or families volunteers to prepare and serve
a lunch typically one time a year or whenever schedules allow.

GG #: SUN 02 Meets in the New Year Ge
Location/Tira: School Cafeteria/12:30pm right after church

Service:Cookies, Conversation and Care

Coordinator: Caryn Elliott at 2243 or elliottcaryn@gmail.com

Care and encouragement for college students. Stay tuned for our activities in the
New Year.

GG #SUN 05 Sunday, Januanp22, 2 Wo mends
Location/TimeSchool Cafeteria/12:30pm right after church

Service:Gr ace Womends Retreat Commi't
CoordinatorYvonne Wittrock at 28467 ywittrock@gracepocateltg

We meet once a month to plan for our 19th annual Grace Women'’s Retreat held
Friday, September 21— Sunday, September 23 at Camp Perkins. All women are
welcome to join the committee. A new chair or co-chair is needed for the 2012
committee.

GG #SUN 04 As Needed General Group
Location/Time: School Gym/ Set up before early service and serving b
services as well as cleap; during different events

Service: Fellowship Host and Heste

Leader: Barb Scadt bascott@cableone.net or 238-0813.

Helping with our Sunday moming social time, special potlucks and meal events at
church. Could be a one-time event or help whenever schedule allows.

GG #: WED 06 January 11, 2012 Gene
Location/Time: At the home of Caryn Elliott (2666 Castle Peak \A&B/)I6
Event: Annual Lutheran Women in Missior@logstmas party

Leader: Sherri Palma226-6562 or sherri_palmer@myers-anderson.com.

Bring your secret sister gift and an appetizer for this fun and fellowship evening. We
draw names for our 2012 Secret Sisters. Contact Sherri Palmer for more

information. All women are invited!

GG #: 20 General Group
Location/Time: We look forward to at least 2 events in 2012.

Service: G.R. I.D. stands for Grace Improvement and Repair Day
Leader(s): Mike and Kinmake at 478643 or kim.drake@bankerslife.com
This group welcomes people who are interested in helping with the repair and
maintenance needs at Grace Lutheran church and school.

GG #:21 General Grouj
Location/Time: Various times during the year.

Service:Support Our Troops

Leader: Nancy Hurley at 2607 or email hurleyjo@q.com

Care for those who are serving in our Armed Forces.

GG #: SUN 03 THiwhday of the Month General
Location/ Ti me O9PMVomends Prisonl/ 7
Service: Womendés Prison Ministr

Leader: Cindy Naftzger at 080 or email

cynthialouisebotigue @gmail.com

There are many opportunities to serve women that need Christ's hope in their lives.
A screening process is required to go into the prison.

GG #: SAT 07 Fourth SAT of the Month , January 28 C
Group

Location/Time: Grace Parking Lot/®&an

Service: C.A.R.S. for Christ

Leader: Cliff Cummings at 288D6 or the church office at 2867

Car repairs for those in need. We are always looking for volunteer help to work on
the cars and happy to accept donations for car parts. Contact Cliff if you need
assistance.

Please check out our Spiritual Growth Groups on the back.



mailto:tera.letzring@gmail.com
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Spiritual Growth Small Groups

GG #: WED OINEWBeginning January 11 General Group
Location/Time: Large Conference Room at Graegpén30

H.O.S.T. : Yvonne Wittrock at@857 or ywittrock@gracepocatello.org

This is a potluck dinner and a study about Biblical faith. Our faith in God often
hinges on His activity. When our prayers are answered, our faith soars. When
God says no... Do we get angry? Is it harder to trust Him? It doesn’t have to be
that way. Find out about what God says about faith. We'll meet for five weeks.
Childcare will be offered in the nursery for $5 a family per evening. (please let
Yvonne know by Sunday, January 1 if you need childcare).

GG #: MON)2 NEWBeginning, January 16 &ahGroup
Location/Time: Large Conference Room (just off the school gym) /
7-8:30pm

Topic:oLi fe in Christo

Leader: Pastor Jonathan Dinger at jdinger@gracepocatello.org
or 2370467

A study of the basics of the Christian faith led by Pastor Jonathan Dinger. This
class is a prerequisite to membership at Grace Lutheran Church if that is
something of interest to you. NOTE: Childcare is avaifedglef charge in the
church nursery; please reserve childcare with Pastor Dinger.

NEWWinter SERMON GROUMB®(gins the week of Sunday, January 8

for six weeks. Stay tuned for additional locations, days anetmsix
we ek sermon series will focus

GG #: WED 02NEW Beginning January 11 Sermon Group

Location/ Ti me: Pastor &:19er es a
Topi c:: 0Jesus, Savior of All©®6
Leader: Pastor Jonathan Dinger at jdinger@gracepocatello.or@®4823’
GG #: SAT 01 Mends Gro

Location/Time : Large Conference Room at Gli#zer8

Topi c: OMends Breakfast and Bi

Leader: Mike Marquette at-2389 or mm9132j@aol.com

This group for men meets on the second and fourth Saturday of each month
enjoying a delicious breakfast while studying a book of the Bible. All men are
invited.

GG #: SUN 01 Schedule Varies General Gro
LocationT i me : Anne Kahmds home :8pm
Topi c: Pilgrimbs Regress

Leader: David Grice at dg2the2@gmail.com-66882

This C.S. Lewis Bible study group is exploring Pilgrim’s Regress—the first
Christian book that Lewis wrote recording his search for meaning and spiritual
satisfaction that eventually led him to Christianity. Note: We have an irregular
schedule because of our leader’s work schedule so if you plan to come, please
email David.

GG #: WED 04 January 4
Location/Time: Large Conference Room/1:3ppm
Topic: Great Women of the Bible
H.O.S.T. : Wally Goodell at-2326

We meet the first Wednesday of the month for Bible study, prayers and fellowship.
Deb Reiland leads the Bible study, “Great Women of the Bible: Mary, the mother of

Jesus, Mary and Martha, Lydia, Lois and Eunice.

Stay TunedGroups are started and updated all the time. Some are Bible studies
are unpublished because they are home studies and have small spaces in which to
meet. During the holidays some small groups take a break but resume in January.

Watch for our weekly congregational email updates. Check out the Connection
Catalog found in the church foyer or online at www.gracepocatello.org for a more
detailed description of these Grace Groups. All are welcome!

Womends Gro

GG #: THUR 01 NEW begi
Location/Time: Room1G7 (middle schoaling)/ 73:15pm

Topic: 0 Me , My s efilAf DVR studly df what 8iblical faith
actually is; presented by Jennifer Rothchild.

H.O.S.T. : Judi Bocek at-8823 or tahopup@hotmail.com

This study deals with our destructive, unrealistic self-talk and helps us replace it
with the truth about God and who He says we are. Cost of the book is $17.

GG #: WED 03 Womends G
Location/Time: Large Conference Room (just off gyf@ghiPopic:
Beth Mooreds DVD study, oOLiviil
H.O.S.T.: Susan Stokes at2325.

As we study the gift of the Holy Spirit, we will learn that we cannot produce his
fruit on our own. When you walk with God, HE develops the Fruit of the Spirit-
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control, in you. Childcare is available at no cost in the Church Nur
typically do not meet if school is not in session.

GG #: MON1 Wo men&s
Location/Time: At the home of Sherri Weerheim (3885 B13€IpiT
Topic: 0 God Came Near 6 by Max Luc
H.O.S.T. : Sherrie Weerheim a7334.

This book study is a vivid and inspiring reminder of Jesus coming to earth and
what it was like to be divine and take on human flesh.

GG #: TUES 01 Januai
Location/Time: At the home of CaryintE(2666 Castle Peak Way
7-8:30pm

Topic:0 The Book of Hebrewsbod

Leader: Caryn at 23243 or elliottcaryn@gmail.com

Our group called, “The Next Journey” meets once a month during the school
year. We anticipate the next great adventure God has in mind for us after our
children reach adulthood. We typically meet on the third Tuesday once a
month. We are doing a “no homework” group study of Hebrews.

GG #: WED 05 Wo menos
Location/Time: At Puerta Vallarta Restaurant (612 Yellowstone, Pc
(parking in the back)/11:304th30pm

Topic: 0 Qui et Pl aceso by Jane Ru
Leader: Yvonne Wittrock at 2867 or ywittrock@grauecatello.org
“Quiet Places” leads you into that meaningful time with God. Author Jane
Rubietta writes, “It's not to check off a list of Scriptures to read, quotes studied,
or prayers said. Itis an escape into the calm arms of God.” Each chapter of
“Quiet Places” offers thought-provoking, spirit-prodding inspiration, weaving
together practical outlines and principles to help you find God in the midst of all
that a busy woman faces daily.

GG # THUR 03 Womends G
Location/Time: At Perkins Restaurant, Pocatelle/@:3ari opic:
OQui et Placeso by Jane Rubi et
Leader: Yvonne Wittrock at 2867 oywittrock@qgracepocatello.org
“Quiet Places” leads you into that meaningful time with God. Author Jane
Rubietta writes, “It's not to check off a list of Scriptures to read, quotes studied,
or prayers said. Itis an escape into the calm arms of God.” Each chapter of
“Quiet Places” offers thought-provoking, spirit-prodding inspiration, weaving
together practical outlines and principles to help you find God in the midst of all
that a busy woman faces daily.

GG #: THUR 02
Location/Time: In the Prayer GH&H369:30am
Topic: 0 Moms i n Toucho

Leader: Lana Gribas at 6486 or Igribas@gracepocatello.org
This group gets together to pray for Grace Lutheran School children, teachers,
and families during the school year. Note: We meet when school is in session.

Note: GG stands for Grace Group. For an easy way to sign up for a group stop in at
the Connection Table in the gym on Sundays or on the Connection Card passed out
during the church service just write the number and the day of the group. You will be
contacted by the group facilitator/leader or H.0.S.T.


mailto:ywittrock@gracepocatello.org

January , 2012

School Update . . .
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March 10, 2012
Spring Auction!

Mark your calendars now and plan to attend Grace Lutheran
School’s annual Spring Auction. This year’s theme is “Shine!”
The auction will be held at the new Don Aslett Cleaning Museum
at 311 S 5™ The auction will feature 3 flights of wine-tasting and
delicious hors d’oeuvres and desserts. Tickets will go on sale
soon, and special business sponsorship packages will be
available. Watch for more information, and we’ll see you at the
auction!

Re-Enrollment
in January!

Coming

It’s that time again! Be watching your
mail for 2012-2013 re-enrollment
information coming about the middle
of January, when all returning students
will receive re-enrollment information.
New students, including church
members, should contact the school starting in January for the
best possible chance at placement and for information about how
to apply for Tuition Assistance. Our Tuition Assistance program
grants funds to families solely based upon financial need.

Spirit Week!

Every year, we hold Spirit Week at Grace

Lutheran School to gear up our athletic teams who

will be traveling to the Christ Classic Tournament.

Spirit Week this year will be January 9-13, with

each day featuring a special event, leading up to a Pep Assembly
as we send our teams and competitors off to the Christ Classic!

Christ Classic Tournament!

On Friday, January 13" Grace Lutheran School
middle school students will travel to Murray,
Utah, for the annual Christ Classic Tournament
held at Christ Lutheran School. Tournament
competitions include boys’ and girls’ basketball,
cheerleading, a Geography Bee, and Mathematics
competition. Spirit Week is held each year to rev
up our teams and send them off ready to
compete! Be watching GraceNotes for more information about
cach day’s events, which will include a special pep rally!

CHRIST
Classic

Gabe Flicker, Executive Director

28VA2

Have you noticed the beautiful
wooden tree in the foyer with all
the golden leaves, some of which
are engraved? That is Grace
Lutheran School’s  Legacy
Learning Tree, where we wish to
honor those who contribute to the
education of the students at Grace
Lutheran School. Since the school was founded, Grace students have
gone on to become doctors, teachers, accountants and more. These
students succeeded, in part, with the roots of their education at Grace.
You can be a part of this legacy, guaranteeing that future generations
can depend on Grace Lutheran School to provide the high standard of
education that has recognized the school as an Idaho Merit School and
a National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. We have several
sponsorship levels, which are outlined in a brochure you can find near
the Legacy Learning Tree. If you would like more information, please
contact Gabe Flicker, Executive Director.

Grace
Lutheran

9461///(0(/ »(7/7/? 7}#

Royals Basketball!

The boys’ basketball season gets underway ‘
in January with their first game against Sho-
Ban at GLS on Wednesday, January 11th.
Their schedule includes several home
games. Everyone is welcome to come out Basketball
and cheer for our Royals teams. If you

would like a complete home game schedule, please contact the school
office. All home games start at 3:30. Hope to see you there!

Coming Events

Jan 3 Back to School

Jan 913 Spirit Week
Winter IRI window

Jan 1314  Christ Classic Tournament in Murray, UT

Jan 13 EARLY RELEASE FOR STAFF DEVELOPM
Gr. 18 dismiss 11:45; PK & K Classes DO att
2nd Trimester Ends

Jan 16 NO SCHOGAMartin Luther King Jr. Day

Jan 18 2rdMidTrimester report goes home

Jan 25 Middle School Orientation férdraders

Jan 27 Ski Friday

AP Ngw yeut

Anne Bopp, Principal



