PRAYER OF CONFESSION

People: Lord God, Heavenly Father, we are often in turmoil and doubt. Fears haunt us and we are uncertain of
many things. Bring us your peace. Calm our troubled spirits and remind us of your love for us in our Savior Jesus
Christ. Forgive us and draw us near to you, O Lord. Hold us close and speak words of peace and comfort to our
troubled hearts. Encourage us and strengthen us to serve with you quiet confidence and sure certainty in
uncertain times. It is in your forgiveness that we know true peace. Amen.

Scripture Readings
December 20, 2009
Isaiah 9:1-7

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and
the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan-

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has
dawned.

You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men
rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the
bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD
Almighty will accomplish this.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Ephesians 2:11-22

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves
"the circumcision” (that done in the body by the hands of men)— remember that at that time you were separate from Christ,
excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the
world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by
abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out
of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to
death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through
him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's
household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him
the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

John 20:19-23

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you." And with that he breathed on them
and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven."

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Sermon Outline « December 20, 2009
"Love Came Down" = "Prince of Peace"
Isaiah 9:6; Ephesians 2:11-22

Introduction: There are princes, and then there are princes...
Love Came Down
when the Prince of Peace brought us forgiveness.

1. This Prince .
"But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ." v.13

e And considers us family already.

2. This Prince .
"For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility..." v.14

* By making two one.

3. This Prince :
"...by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations." v.15a

e True forgiveness pays.

4. This Prince :

"His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one body to reconcile
both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility." v.15b-16

"For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit." v.18

= who have access to God’s love.
Answers to Sermon Outline: comes and gets us, IS our peace, gave Himself to bring peace, makes new people

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift
up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



