PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People: Almighty God, You are the Creator of all things. All things were brought into existence by Your Word. Yet we
often live as though You are under our control. We confess to You that we have put ourselves on Your throne and
thought ourselves to be in charge. Forgive us for our arrogance. Grant us the humility to be grateful for your mercy
which You have given us in Christ. It is in His name that we seek forgiveness. Amen.

Scripture Readings

Isaiah 35.1-7 (ESV) The Ransomed Shall Return

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the
glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an
anxious heart,

"Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you."

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and
the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds
and rushes.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Psalm 24 (ESV) The King of Glory

The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, for he has founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does
not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. He will receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness from
the God of his salvation. Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob.

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!

Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory!
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Matthew 17.1-8 (ESV) The Transfiguration

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold, there
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, | will
make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen to him." When
the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, "Rise, and have no
fear." And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!
APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



Sermon Outline ~ December 12, 2010
“How High?"
Matthew 17.1-8

1. All of creation is

“The heavens declare the glory of God,

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours out speech,

and night to night reveals knowledge."”
-Psalm 19.1-2

2. When we realize our place, our first reaction is to
“Teacher, what good deed must | do to have eternal life?"
-Matthew 19.16

3. The love of God is .

"But Jesus came and touched them, saying, Rise, and have no fear." And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus
only.”

-Matthew 17.7-8

Answers to Sermon Outline: God’s Billboard,

make ourselves look bigger, unmistakable in Christ.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

THE BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and give you peace.
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



