PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People: Lord God Heavenly Father, we are impatient people. When things don’t happen quickly, we find it almost impossible to wait. We force the issue,
almost always damaging ourselves and others. We have a hard time accepting that you know our past and still love us. We struggle to believe that you hold all
things with certainty in what we often consider an uncertain and doubtful future. Forgive us for our weak faith, and strengthen us that we might - with
patience and certainty - rely upon your promises to love us now and forever. Amen.

Scripture Readings

Isaiah 9:2-7 (ESV)

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. You have multiplied the
nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and
every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 (ESV)

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all
things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So | do not run aimlessly; | do not box as one beating the air. But | discipline my
body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others | myself should be disqualified.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Luke 1:26-38 (ESV)

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee nhamed Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!" But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."

And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since | am a virgin?"

And the angel answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will
be called holy— the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was
called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." And Mary said, "Behold, | am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word."” And the
angel departed from her.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!
APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen



Sermon Outline « December 5, 2010
"How Long? The Neverness of God"
Ephesians 3:19-21

Introduction: "From here to eternity..."
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

1. God has loved you in the past.

“For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.” Ephesians 1:4

“For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our
transgressions from us.”

"But from everlasting to everlasting the Lord's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children’s children.” Psalm 103:11-12, 17

2. God loves you today.

“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than
they?" Matthew 6:26

"Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.” John 13:1

"As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you." John 15:9

3. God will always love you.

"Are not two sparrows sold for a penny ? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And even the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” Matthew 10:29-31

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

Answers to Sermon Outline: He removes our guilt.
No matter how distracted we are, He always thinks of you.
He brings certainty where there is doubt and fear.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

THE BENEDICTION

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you
and give you peace.

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!



