PRAYER OF CONFESSION

People: Lord Jesus Christ, you are completely and fully God of all. You are one God eternal with the Father
and the Holy Spirit. You deserve all praise and honor and glory. Yet we praise you not only because
of who you are, but for what you have done. Your humility puts us to shame. Your faithful service
makes our actions look foolish. Your compassion reveals that we often have selfish hearts of stone.
You came near in our hurt and guilt. We want to run away from it. Forgive us, Lord Jesus. Make us
new by your grace. Fill us with faith to follow you and take our humble efforts and use them to show
others of your love for us. Amen.

Scripture Readings
November 23, 2008

Exodus 15:11-18
"Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like you—majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working
wonders? You stretched out your right hand and the earth swallowed them. "In your unfailing love you will lead
the people you have redeemed. In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling. The nations will hear
and tremble; anguish will grip the people of Philistia. The chiefs of Edom will be terrified, the leaders of Moab
will be seized with trembling, the people of Canaan will melt away; terror and dread will fall upon them. By the
power of your arm they will be as still as a stone— until your people pass by, O LORD, until the people you bought
pass by. You will bring them in and plant them on the mountain of your inheritance— the place, O LORD, you
made for your dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, your hands established. The LORD will reign for ever and ever."
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

1 John 4:7-12

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love
among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in
us and his love is made complete in us.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!
John 13:1-17

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to
the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. The
evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray
Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was
returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.
After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that
was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus
replied, "You do not realize now what | am doing, but later you will understand." "No," said Peter, "you shall
never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless | wash you, you have no part with me." "Then, Lord," Simon Peter
replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath
needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you." For he
knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. When he had finished
washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what | have done for
you?" he asked them. "You call me Teacher' and 'Lord," and rightly so, for that is what | am. Now that I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. | have set you an example that you
should do as | have done for you. | tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger
greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God!



APOSTLES” CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Sermon Outline ~ November 23, 2008
Conditions for Growth ~ Part 8
"Loving Relationships"
Introduction: Instantaneous recognition.

. is how Christians are recognized.

"A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all
men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."” John 13:34-35

1. God's love is .
"Having loved His own who were in the world, He now showed them full extent of His love." John 13:1
e QOur love is so often "as long as..."

2. God's love is -- for we are
"After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash His disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that
was wrapped around Him." John 13:5

e It must be done FOR us.

3. God's love cleans both

Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean.” John 13:10
» Jesus attends to both the exposed and the hidden hurt.

4. God's love is designed to

"Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. | have set
you an example that you should do as | have done for you." John 13:14-15
» Seed in a bucket? Or seed in the ground?

Answers to Sermon Outline: love, without limits, humble, humble, inside and out, multiply
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



