PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People: Lord God Heavenly Father, we struggle daily with our sin. Our broken condition makes it difficult to follow you and we
know our failings. We want to either excuse evil and say it’s good; or we want to point it out in others and ignore it in ourselves.
We need you to purify us. We need you to cleanse us. We cannot do this on our own. For we know your promises of grace and we
have known your love in Christ Jesus. For His sake, forgive us and show us your great mercy that we might live as your faithful
people. Amen.
Scripture Readings

Malachi 3:6-12 Breaking Covenant by Withholding Tithes

“l the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the time of your ancestors you have
turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty.

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’

“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.

“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’

“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. | will prevent pests from devouring
your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the LORD Almighty. “Then all the nations will call
you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 Generosity Encouraged

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you
should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is
able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is
written:

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the
harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Luke 21:1-4 The Widow'’s Offering

As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small
copper coins. “Truly | tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of
their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



Sermon Outline « November 21, 2010
"Trust Me On This"
Malachi 3:6-12

Introduction: "Would you trust this man to...?"

1. Though we may be faithless...
"I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned
away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you," says the Lord Almighty. 3:6-7

2. Though we may think it’s "our stuff..."
"Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?
“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me." 3:8-9

3. Though we may struggle to trust...
"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,"” says the Lord Almighty, "and see if |
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it."” 3:10

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen
THE BENEDICTION

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and give you peace.

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!



