PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People: Lord God Heavenly Father, we struggle daily with our sin. Our broken condition makes it difficult to follow you and we know our
failings. We want to either excuse evil and say it’s good; or we want to point it out in others and ignore it in ourselves. We need you to
purify us. We need you to cleanse us. We cannot do this on our own. For we know your promises of grace and we have known your love
in Christ Jesus. For His sake, forgive us and show us your great mercy that we might live as your faithful people. Amen.

Scripture Readings
Malachi 2:17 - 3:5

You have wearied the LORD with your words.

“How have we wearied him?” you ask.

By saying, “All who do evil are good in the eyes of the LORD, and he is pleased with them” or “Where is the God of justice?”

“l will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.

But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will
bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former
years.

“So | will come to put you on trial. | will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers
of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear me,” says the
LORD Almighty.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

2 Corinthians 8:1-12 The Collection for the Lord’s People

And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For | testify that they gave as much as they were
able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the
Lord’s people. And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. So we
urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. But since you excel in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this
grace of giving.

| am not commanding you, but | want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire
to do so. Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. For if
the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Mark 10:17-27 The Rich and the Kingdom of God

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must | do to inherit
eternal life?”

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder,

you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’”

“Teacher,” he declared, “all these | have kept since | was a boy.”

Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”

The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”



Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen

Sermon Outline « November 14, 2010
"Refiner’s Fire"
Malachi 2:17-3:5
Introduction: "The refining process..."

1. We live in times.
You have wearied the Lord with your words. "How have we wearied him?" you ask. By saying, "All who do evil are good in the eyes of the Lord,
and he is pleased with them."” 2:17

e There are places

2. "Not just clean! Oxyclean!”
"Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap." 3:2

e In fact...

3. Refining precious metal.
"He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver.” 3:3

e Till the Master

4. Now we’re .
"Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to
the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years.” 3:3b-4

Answers to Sermon Outline: muddy. we just can’t reach.
the garments of Christ. can see His face. prepared to give.
ready, willing, and able.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

THE BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and give you peace.
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



