Scripture Readings
September 18, 2011

Joshua 24:15-18

And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."

Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other
gods, for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that
we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed. And the LORD drove out before us
all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is
our God."

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Romans 8:31-39 God’s Everlasting Love

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all
things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised— who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,

"For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered."

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am sure
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



Luke 10:25-28, 38-42 NIV

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I
do to inherit eternal life?”

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

He answered: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.””

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named
Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to
what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him
and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to
help me!”

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, but only
one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Outline ~ September 18, 2011
"Simple Church"

"One Thing is Needed" ~ Luke 10:25-28, 38-42

Introduction: The complexity of life.
A Biblical example of "simple church..."

1. We are susceptible to "option overload."

But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came
to him and asked, 'Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work
by myself? Tell her to help me!* "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are
worried and upset about many things..." Luke 10:40-41

@ leading to distraction and lack of focus...

2. Some choices ARE better than others!
‘Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many
things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better..."
Luke 10:41-42
@ How do we hit the right target consistently?

3. One thing is needed: Jesus.

‘Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many
things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will
not be taken away from her." Luke 10:41-42

® God’s promise: I cannot be take from you.
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