
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
People: Lord God, Heavenly Father, we don’t like being pruned. We don’t like correction, or loss, because it hurts or feels like we’re moving 

backward. We think we know better than you. Forgive us for doubting your timing, your discipline, and your love. Renew us by your Holy 
Spirit and give us again the forgiveness won for us by Jesus Christ. Forgive us and strengthen us to be your faithful children. Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings 

 November 1, 2009    
Isaiah 5:1-7  

I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard:  
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines.  
      He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.  

 "Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have 
done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad?  

 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be 
trampled.  

 I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. I will command the clouds not to rain on it."  
 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are the garden of his delight. And he looked for justice, but saw 

bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord       
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 
Hebrews 12:4-13  

In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that 
addresses you as sons:  
    "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he 
punishes everyone he accepts as a son." 
  Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? If you are not disciplined (and everyone 
undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected 
them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but 
God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a 
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. "Make level paths for 
your feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord       
People:   Thanks be to God! 

 
John 15:1-12 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes 
so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can 
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does 
not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me 
and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to 
be my disciples.  

 "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed 
my Father's commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

NICENE CREED 



I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.   
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 

God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He 
suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father.  And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 
Sermon Outline 

"Grow, With Grace" • Prune 
All Saints’ Sunday 

Introduction: "Where the Wild Things Are" 
 
Prune ~ Things to Remember 
 
1.                                                                                 . 
"... and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes..." John 15:1-2 
 

• Let God do the pruning. 
 

2.                                                               . 
"No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been 
trained by it." Hebrews 12:11 
 

• By                        , not                            .  
 
3.                                                                                                           . 
"He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful." John 15:2 
"This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples." John 15:8 
 

• God’s glory: That you bear                 fruit. 
 

4.                                                    . 
"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love..." John 15:9 
 

• Safe in the storm. 
 

Answers to Sermon Outline: Better to not prune than to prune poorly.  Pruning keeps the plant healthy.  removal, addition,  
Pruning improves the quality AND quantity of the fruit.  much, Pruning manages growth. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon 

you and give you peace. 
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God! 
 


