
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
People:  Lord God Heavenly Father, we confess that we often have doubts and fears about many things. We doubt that you 

would love even us. We are afraid that we’re not good enough to be your children. We doubt that your Word is true. We 
are afraid of trials and temptations. Forgive us for weak faith, O Lord. Fill us with your grace and the presence of your 
Spirit that we might be confident in your promises and bold in our faith. Renew us and strengthen us to be your people in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings 
Reformation Sunday 
October 31, 2010 

 
Isaiah 35:1-6a                                                Joy of the Redeemed                               

 The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into 
bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.  The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they 
will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to 
those with fearful hearts,  
      "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you."  

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer and the 
mute tongue shout for joy.  

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord     
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
Romans 3:19-28            Righteousness Through Faith  

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and 
the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, 
through the law we become conscious of sin.  

 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This 
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented 
him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he 
had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just 
and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  

 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. For we 
maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord      
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Matthew 11:11-19                               
“I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is 

least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been 
forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. And if you are 
willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. He who has ears, let him hear.  

 "To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others:  
       'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;  
        we sang a dirge and you did not mourn.'  

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and 
they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." ' But wisdom is proved right by her actions." 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
Sermon Outline • October 31, 2010 

Reformation Sunday  
 "Not For the Timid" 
Matthew 11:1-19 

  
Introduction: Ah, change... 
 

Jesus the Reformer 
 

1. Reformation is when _____________________________________. 
When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should 
we expect someone else?" v.2-3 
 
2. Reformation is _______________________. 
Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 
leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor." v.4-5 
 
3. Reformation is _____________________________. 
I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been 
forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it." v.11-12 
 
4. Reformation’s ________________________________. 
"To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others: "'We played 
the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.'" v.16-17 
 
5. Reformation is a process of ______________________________. 
"But wisdom is proved right by her actions." v.19 
Answers to Sermon Outline: old bumps up against new, NOT revolution, not for the timid, enemy is apathy, revealing what’s 
true 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

BENEDICTION 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up 

His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 
 

  


