
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
People: Lord Jesus, we confess that we are sinners who are unable to heal ourselves. We know your will -- that we would stand firm in 

faith, sow your seed, and show your love and grace to all. But we are far from perfect.  Without You we would be lost and condemned, 
separated from God forever.  We need you to sow the seed of faith in us again and again. We repent, Lord Jesus, and long to follow 
you wherever you lead us. Forgive us and renew us, so that we might find joy in following you -- wherever you plant us. Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings 

 October 25, 2009    
   
Jeremiah 29:4-13  

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: "Build houses and settle down; 
plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that 
they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have 
carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper." Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, 
says: "Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. They are prophesying 
lies to you in my name. I have not sent them," declares the LORD.  

 This is what the LORD says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back 
to this place. For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart. 
 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord       
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 
Romans 1:8-17  

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the world. God, whom I serve with my 
whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last 
by God's will the way may be opened for me to come to you.  

 I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong—that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each 
other's faith. I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until 
now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles.  

 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who 
are at Rome.  

 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the 
Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous 
will live by faith." 

 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord       
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 
Mark 4:30-34 

Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the 
smallest seed you plant in the ground. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the 
birds of the air can perch in its shade."  

 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. He did not say anything to them without using a 
parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 



Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Sermon Outline • October 25, 2009 
 

"Grow, With Grace" •  Plant 
 

Reformation Sunday 
 
Introduction: "Remember these?" 
 

• More to planting than meets the eye... 
 
"Plant" ~  Five Key Principles 
 
1.                                                                               . 
"Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed." Matthew 13:3 
 
2. "                                                      ..." (almost) 
"There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to 
uproot..." Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 
 
3.                                                                       . 
"Whoever watches the wind will not plant; whoever looks at the clouds will not reap. As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is 
formed in a mother's womb, so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things." Ecclesiastes 11:4-5 
 
4.                                                                                    . 
"Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give 
your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease."  
Jeremiah 29:5-6 
 
5.                                                                    ! 
"What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you 
plant in the ground. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can 
perch in its shade." Mark 4:30-32 
 
Answers to Sermon Outline: If you don’t plant, you’ll never harvest.  “Timing is everything.”  But don’t get paralyzed.   
God still plants in tough times.  Even small plants get big! 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 


