
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
People: Lord Jesus, we repent of our sins and humble ourselves before you. Too often have we tried to build the house. Too often have we 

tried to plant the field. Too often have we given up when our efforts fail. But you are the builder, the watchman, the sower. Plant 
your good seed in my heart that You might rejoice at a miraculous harvest of faith. Forgive us by your grace and strengthen our faith 
so that we might let you prepare us for the harvest to come. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings 

 October 18, 2009    
Psalm 127 
Unless the LORD builds the house,  
       its builders labor in vain.  
       Unless the LORD watches over the city,  
       the watchmen stand guard in vain.  
 In vain you rise early  
       and stay up late,  
       toiling for food to eat—  
       for he grants sleep to those he loves.  
 Sons are a heritage from the LORD,  
       children a reward from him.  
 Like arrows in the hands of a warrior  
       are sons born in one's youth.  
 Blessed is the man  
       whose quiver is full of them.  
       They will not be put to shame  
       when they contend with their enemies in the gate. 
Leader:    This is the Word of the Lord       
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 
Hebrews 3:1-6  
Therefore, holy brothers, who share in 
the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts  
on Jesus, the apostle and high priest  
whom we confess. He was faithful to  
the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God's house. Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the 
builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.   
For every house is built by someone, 
but God is the builder of everything.   
Moses was faithful as a servant in all God's house, testifying to what would be said in the future. But Christ is faithful as a son over God's 
house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.     
Leader:    This is the Word of the Lord       
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 
Matthew 13:1-9 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in 
it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 
root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear." 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Matthew 13:1-9;  Luke 14:28-35 
 

Introduction: "The Parable of the Sower" 
 

• Steps to a miraculous harvest! 
 
Prepare! 
 
1. Preparation allows us to "                                          ." 
"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?" 
Luke 14:28 
 
2. Preparation is vital for                                                   . 
Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand 
men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? " Luke 14:31 
 
3. Preparation is not                                . 
Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 
" Luke 14:34-35  
 
4.                                                        . 
"And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his 
heel." Genesis 3:15 
 
"But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law,  to redeem those under law, that we might receive 
the full rights of sons." Galatians 4:4-5 
 
Answers to Sermon Outline: count the cost, transformational endeavors, glamorous, God prepared for you 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 

 
 

 


