PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People: Lord God Heavenly Father, we repent of our failures and inability to keep your commands. We struggle to live faithfully as your children and as
members of your family. Rather than serving, we love to be served. Rather than submitting, we love to exert control. Rather than respecting others, we too
often judge and condemn others behind their backs. Forgive us for our sins and strengthen our faith so that we might follow you with joy. Amen.

Scripture Readings ~ October 17, 2010
Genesis 33:1-11

Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two maidservants. He put the
maidservants and their children in front, Leah and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven
times as he approached his brother.

But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they wept. Then Esau looked up and saw the women and
children. "Who are these with you?" he asked.

Jacob answered, "They are the children God has graciously given your servant.”

Then the maidservants and their children approached and bowed down. Next, Leah and her children came and bowed down. Last of all came Joseph and Rachel, and
they too bowed down.

Esau asked, "What do you mean by all these droves | met?"

"To find favor in your eyes, my lord," he said.

But Esau said, "l already have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have for yourself."

"No, please!” said Jacob. "If | have found favor in your eyes, accept this gift from me. For to see your face is like seeing the face of God, now that you have received
me favorably. Please accept the present that was brought to you, for God has been gracious to me and | have all | need."” And because Jacob insisted, Esau accepted it.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Ephesians 5:21-6:9

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,
and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— for
we are members of his body. "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh."” This is a profound
mystery—but | am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right." Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise—"that it may go well with you
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor when their
eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the
Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.

And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no
favoritism with him.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Matthew 23:1-12

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: "The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. So you must obey them and do everything they tell you.
But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to
lift a finger to move them.

"Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; they love the place of honor at banquets and the
most important seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them 'Rabbi.’

"But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,’ for you have only one Master and you are all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is
in heaven. Nor are you to be called 'teacher,’ for you have one Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God!




NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again according to
the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

Sermon Outline « October 17, 2010
"The Family of God"
Ephesians 5:21 - 6:9

Introduction: "Family Matters..."

1. Wives .
"Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord." 5:22

2. Husbands .
"Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her... This is a profound mystery--but | am talking about Christ and the church.” 5:25,
32

3. Children .
‘Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” 6:1

4. Parents .
“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord." 6:4

5. Servants .
“Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.” 6:5

6. Masters .
" And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no
favoritism with him."” 6:9

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Eph 5:21 (NIV)
Answers to Sermon Outline: submit, love, honor, encourage, serve, respect

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen
THE BENEDICTION

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you
peace.

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!




