
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Lord God, you have gifted each one of us according to your design. Forgive us when we fail 
to acknowledge you as the giver of our abilities. Forgive us also when we believe that we have no 
gifts and are in some way worthless. We are precious to you and we are to use our gifts to bring 
praise to you and serve others. Forgive us when we use our gifts to simply serve ourselves. 
Forgive us when our needs outweigh the needs of others. Renew us and forgive us so that by faith 
we might serve you with the gifts and strength you provide. Amen. 

  
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
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1 Samuel 8:4-9, 19-22 
So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. They said to him, "You are 
old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations 
have."  But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the 
LORD. And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have 
rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. As they have done from the day I brought them up 
out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. Now listen to 
them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will do. "But 
the people refused to listen to Samuel. "No!" they said. "We want a king over us. Then we will be like 
all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles."  When 
Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the LORD. The LORD answered, "Listen to 
them and give them a king." Then Samuel said to the men of Israel, "Everyone go back to his town." 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
1 Peter 4:7-11 
The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to 
one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one 
speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so 
that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God!  
 
Mark 2:23-28 



 
One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples walked along, they began to 
pick some heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the 
Sabbath?"  
He answered, "Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in 
need? In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated 
bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions." Then he said 
to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of 
the Sabbath." 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Conditions For Growth • Part 2 
"Gift-Oriented Ministry" 

  
Introduction: The animal school...  
 
Model 1: "There's a job to do -- let's get people to do it." 
 
They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, 
such as all the other nations have." 1 Samuel 8:5 
The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?" Mark 2:24  
     • The result? 

- acting ______________________ 
- working in _____________________ 
- a focus on the ________________________ 
- bitterness and _________________ 
 

Model 2: "We are people designed by God -- let's live by His design!" 
 
"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's 
grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If 
anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen." 1 Peter 
4:10-11 
 
"We have different gifts, according to the grace given us." Romans 12:6 
     • The result? 

- acting ________________________________ 
- working in ________________________ 
- a focus on the _______________________ 
- ________________________ 

Answers to Sermon Outline: without God’s blessing, our own strength, external mechanism, 
frustration,In the confidence of God’s blessing, the strength of God, redeemed of God, joy in ministry 

 
THE BENEDICTION 

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 


