
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
People:  Almighty God, You call us the light and the salt of the Earth.  But all too often we are reluctant to be who You made us to 

be.  You created us in Your image, yet we taint that image and taint Your name in the process.  Forgive us for seeking our own 
glory rather than glorifying You alone.  Focus our eyes and our hearts on who we are in Christ and continue to recreate us in His 
image.  It is in His name that we seek forgiveness.  Amen 

 
Scripture Readings 
October 10, 2010 

Deuteronomy 6.4-8, 20-25 
 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands 
and bind them on your foreheads. 

In the future, when your son asks you, "What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the LORD our God has commanded 
you?" tell him: "We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand.  Before our eyes the LORD 
sent miraculous signs and wonders—great and terrible—upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household. But he brought us out from 
there to bring us in and give us the land that he promised on oath to our forefathers The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees 
and to fear the LORD our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today.  And if we are careful to obey all 
this law before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us, that will be our righteousness." 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
Ephesians 4.20-5.2 

  You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth 
that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness.  

 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. "In your anger 
do not sin"  Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. He who has been stealing must 
steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.  

 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, 
that it may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  

 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Matthew 21.28-32 
"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.'  
 " 'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  
 "Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go.  
"Which of the two did what his father wanted?"  

      "The first," they answered.  
   Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For 

John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And 
even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 



First Article of the Apostles’ Creed and its explanation: 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
What does this mean? 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that he has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason 
and all my senses, and still takes care of them.  He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.  He 
defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from evil.  All this he does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me.  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey him.  This is most certainly true. 

 
Sermon Outline ~ October 10, 2010 

“Imitators of Christ”  
Ephesians 4.20-5.2 

  
1.    We are NOT ______________________. 
"What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for 
us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?"  Romans 8.31-32 
 
2.    We are NOT ___________________. 
“...put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires...put on the new self, 
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness."  Ephesians 4.22, 24 
 
3.    We are NOT _________________. 
"Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let 
him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD"  Jeremiah 9.23-24 
 
4.    We ARE __________________. 
"Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God."  Ephesians 5.1-2 
 
Answers to Sermon Outline:  impersonators, counterfeits, plagiarists, children 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 

    
  


