
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Lord Jesus, as we come to you today, we humbly confess that our hearts are not wired to look to 
the needs of others before our own. We're like James and John -- trying to find a way to get control. 
We want to be the one calling the shots. It's in our nature. But that hasn't worked for us. In fact, our 
sin causes us not only to fail you but it hurts others as well. Lord, we want to serve you and others, for 
we know that honors you and brings blessings to all. Forgive us. Lead us. Serve us again by your grace 
and then empower us to be your faithful people. Amen. 
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 Psalm 22:1-11, 19  
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of 
my groaning? O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent. Yet you are 
enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel. In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and 
you delivered them. They cried to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed. But I 
am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. All who see me mock me; they hurl 
insults, shaking their heads:  
"He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him." Yet you 
brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother's breast. From birth I was cast 
upon you; from my mother's womb you have been my God.  
Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.  But you, O LORD, be not far off; O 
my Strength, come quickly to help me. 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Ephesians 4:11-16  
It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 
pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and 
forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness 
of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him 
who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Matthew 20:20-28 
 
Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 
"What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and 
the other at your left in your kingdom." "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you 
drink the cup I am going to drink?" "We can," they answered. Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from 
my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they 



have been prepared by my Father." When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two 
brothers. Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 
 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon Outline • October 5, 2008 

Conditions For Growth • Part 1 
"Empowering Leadership" 

Introduction: 
Conditions for Growth  
"This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he 
sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces 
grain..." Mark 4:26-28 
 
• Natural Church Development 
 
Quality Characteristic: "Empowering Leadership" 
 
1. Leaders are not __________. (But leadership can be lonely.) 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of 
my groaning?”    Psalm 22:1  
 
2. Leadership is the developing of ____________________. 
“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 
pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up..." Ephesians 4:11-12 
 
3. Leaders are _______________ of Jesus Christ. 
"...just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many." Matthew 20:28 
Answers to Sermon Outline:  
 loners, partnerships, servants 

 
BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God! 

 
 


