PRAYER OF CONFESSION

All:  Lord God, our sin so often drives us apart from you and your will for our lives. We so often are
unprepared when we come into your holy presence. We are often unintentional in how we want to grow
in our relationship with you. We live our lives reacting to circumstances instead of building our faith and
relying completely upon your grace. Forgive us. Restore to us the joy of our salvation and renew us by
your mercy. Let us begin each day relying fully upon your strength and not our own. Amen.

Exodus 18:9-23

Jethro was delighted to hear about all the good things the LORD had done for Israel in rescuing them from the
hand of the Egyptians. He said, "Praise be to the LORD, who rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians and of
Pharaoh, and who rescued the people from the hand of the Egyptians. Now | know that the LORD is greater
than all other gods, for he did this to those who had treated Israel arrogantly.” Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-
law, brought a burnt offering and other sacrifices to God, and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat
bread with Moses' father-in-law in the presence of God. The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for
the people, and they stood around him from morning till evening. When his father-in-law saw all that Moses
was doing for the people, he said, "What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge,
while all these people stand around you from morning till evening?" Moses answered him, "Because the people
come to me to seek God's will. Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and | decide between the
parties and inform them of God's decrees and laws." Moses' father-in-law replied, "What you are doing is not
good. You and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you
cannot handle it alone. Listen now to me and | will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must
be the people's representative before God and bring their disputes to him. Teach them the decrees and laws,
and show them the way to live and the duties they are to perform. But select capable men from all the
people—men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over
thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. Have them serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them
bring every difficult case to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make your load
lighter, because they will share it with you. If you do this and God so commands, you will be able to stand the
strain, and all these people will go home satisfied."

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!
Acts 5:35-42

Then he addressed them: "Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. Some time ago
Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his
followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the
census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. Therefore, in
the present case | advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human
origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves
fighting against God." His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then
they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. The apostles left the Sanhedrin,
rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in the
temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus
is the Christ.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God!



John 15:9-17

"As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will
remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. | have told you this so
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as | have
loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you
do what | command. | no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business.
Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you. You
did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father
will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!
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Grace Connection Groups = "How?"
Introduction

- "We'll just make it up as we go!!"

"What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand around
you from morning till evening?' Moses answered him, "Because the people come to me to seek God's will.
Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and | decide between the parties and inform them of God's
decrees and laws." Moses' father-in-law replied, "What you are doing is not good." « Exodus 18:14-17

How will we develop Grace Connection Groups?

1. By making an
He got into one of the boats, the one belonglng to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then
he sat down and taught the people from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out
into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch."  Luke 5:3-4

2. By developing a
"I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, | have called you
friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you."  John 15:15

3. By building a
He replied to him, "Who is my mother and who are my brothers?" Pointing to his disciples, he said, "Here are
my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the

will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother." « Matthew 12:48-50

Answers to Sermon Outline:

acquaintance, friendship, family

THE BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



