
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

People: Lord God, Heavenly Father, we are too quick to judge. Far too often we see the evil in others 
before we see it in ourselves. We think that we are serving you when we are purifying our community 
and our world. But again, too often are we quick to judge others and we don’t look in the mirror to see 
our own brokenness. Forgive us, Lord. Humble us and then heal us by your grace. Let us leave the 
judging up to you and purify our hearts that they might be a witness of your grace. Amen. 

BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE 

Leader:    Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?    
People:    I do renounce them. 
Leader:    Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 
People:    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
Leader:    Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 
People:    Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He    descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

Leader:    Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
People:   Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
Jonah 4:1-11  

But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry.  He prayed to the LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said 
when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. Now, O LORD, 
take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live."  

 But the LORD replied, "Have you any right to be angry?"  
 Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and 

waited to see what would happen to the city. Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah 
to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. But at dawn the next 
day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. When the sun rose, God provided a 
scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, "It 
would be better for me to die than to live."  

 But God said to Jonah, "Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?"  
      "I do," he said. "I am angry enough to die."  

 But the LORD said, "You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It 
sprang up overnight and died overnight. But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who 
cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great 
city?" 
Leader:    This is the Word of the Lord       
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 
1 Peter 2:19-24 

For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. But 
how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and 
you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that you should follow in his steps.  
      "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds 
you have been healed.” 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord       
People:   Thanks be to God! 

 



Matthew 13:24-30 
Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But 

while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the 
wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.  

 "The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the 
weeds come from?'  

 " 'An enemy did this,' he replied.  
       "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?'  

 " 'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let both 
grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in 
bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.' " 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Jesus Our Teacher • "The Parable of the Weeds" 

Matthew 13:24-30 

Introduction: Those pesky weeds! 
 
The Kingdom of God is like... a mixture of good and evil?!? 
 
24 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 
But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When 
the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.  
 
27 "The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the 
weeds come from?'  
 
28 "'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?'  
 
29 "'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let 
both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them 
in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'"  
 
1.__________________________________. 

2.                                                                           . 

3.                                                                                      . 

4.                                                                        ? 

Answers to Sermon Outline: Only Jesus can truly tell weeds from wheat.  Only Jesus can change weeds to wheat.  
God’s kingdom WILL grow, despite the evidence.  Do you see yourself as wheat or weeds? 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE BENEDICTION 



Leader:    The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People:    And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
Leader:    Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 
 

 
 


