
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

People: Lord God, Heavenly Father, before the beginning of time, you had already prepared for the salvation of your world. You 
had put into place the means by which we would know you and receive your grace. But we so often are unprepared. We fail to 
prepare our hearts for worship. We fail to prepare our minds to study. We fail to prepare to help others in need. We’re proud 
that we think we can "wing it" spiritually. Forgive us. You who prepared so well call us to do the same. Strengthen our faith that 
we might do so in a way that shines the light of hope to others who await your coming. We ask according to your promise. Amen. 

 
Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
Scripture Readings 

 September 20, 2009    
   
Isaiah 54:1-5  
"Sing, O barren woman, you who never bore a child;  
       burst into song, shout for joy, you who were never in labor;  
       because more are the children of the desolate woman  
       than of her who has a husband," says the LORD.  
 "Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide,  
       do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes.  
 For you will spread out to the right and to the left;  
       your descendants will dispossess nations  
       and settle in their desolate cities.  
 "Do not be afraid; you will not suffer shame.  
       Do not fear disgrace; you will not be humiliated.  
       You will forget the shame of your youth  
       and remember no more the reproach of your widowhood.  
 For your Maker is your husband— the LORD Almighty is his name—  
       the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer;  
       he is called the God of all the earth. 
Leader:    This is the Word of the Lord       
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 
Hebrews 10:1-7 
     The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same 
sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. If it could, would they not have stopped being 
offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. But those sacrifices are 
an annual reminder of sins, because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  
    Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:  
 "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,  
      but a body you prepared for me;  
 with burnt offerings and sin offerings  
      you were not pleased.  
 Then I said, 'Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—  
      I have come to do your will, O God.' " 
Leader:    This is the Word of the Lord       
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 
 



 
Matthew 25:1-13 

"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with 
their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  

 "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'  
 "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going 

out.'  
 " 'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.'  
 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding 

banquet. And the door was shut.  
 "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'  
 "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'  
 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon Outline • September 20, 2009 
Jesus Our Teacher • "The 10 Virgins" 

Matthew 25:1-13 
 

    Introduction: Wedding mishaps...      • But this is no laughing matter. 
 
The 10 Virgins • Well-prepared for a long delay. 
"The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep." v. 5 
 
1. We live with an audience of one. 
"The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ "‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both 
us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’" v.8-9 
 

Principle #1:                                                                                              . 
 

2. Carpe Diem 
"But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding 
banquet. And the door was shut." v. 10 
 

Principle #2:                                                                                              . 
 

3. Ah, free will... 
"Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’ "But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’ "Therefore 
keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour..’" v.11-13 
 

Principle #3:                                                                                              . 
 

4. But take heart! 
In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am." John 14:2-3 
 

Principle #4:                                                                                               . 
 
 

 
 
 



 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
Leader:    The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People:    And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
Leader:    Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


