PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

People: Lord Jesus, you make an invitation to all who are weary and heavy laden. You promise rest for the troubled and weak. You tell us that your
yoke is easy and your burden is light. But too often we chafe under your yoke. Your commands seem to us to be too heavy and uncomfortable.
We are too often rebellious and want our way and not yours. Forgive us, Lord Jesus. For you took the greatest burden of all with a willing spirit
and heart full of love for us sinners. Change our heart and encourage us in faith to see your will as a way to declare your great love to all. We
ask in your name. Amen.

Scripture Readings
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1John5

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. This is how we know that we love
the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for
everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. We accept man's
testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. Anyone who believes in the Son of God has
this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about
his Son. And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God
does not have life.

| write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in
approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what
we asked of him.

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give him life. | refer to those whose sin does not lead to
death. There is a sin that leads to death. | am not saying that he should pray about that. All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death.

We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. We know
that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us
understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true—even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

John 8:31-43

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free."

They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?"

Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. | know you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my
word. | am telling you what | have seen in the Father's presence, and you do what you have heard from your father."

"Abraham is our father," they answered.

"If you were Abraham's children," said Jesus, "then you would do the things Abraham did. As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has told you

the truth that | heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. You are doing the things your own father does."

"We are not illegitimate children," they protested. "The only Father we have is God himself."

Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for | came from God and now am here. | have not come on my own; but he sent me.
Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what | say.
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

Sermon Outline ~ September 6, 2009
"What we KNOW..."
1John5

Introduction: "Thanks for asking!"
"This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome.” v.3
Look at what you know!

1. We know .
"We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son." v.9

2. We know .
"And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son." v.11

3. We know .
"This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us." v.14

4. We know .
"We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin..." v.18a

5. We know .
"...the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him." v.18b

6. We know ]
"We know that we are children of God..." v.19

7. We know .
"We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true--even in
his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life." v.20

Answers to Sermon Outline: God is our witness, we have eternal life, God listens for us, our hearts are changes,
we are safe, we are children of God, Jesus Christ

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen
THE BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon
you and give you peace.

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!



