	PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Leader:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen
Leader:  Together, let us confess our sins to God.

People: Lord Jesus, we are so quick to wish for our enemies to "get what's coming to them."  But if we got what we deserved, we would be lost and condemned for our sins and for our human nature that is broken and corrupt.  But we know our sins and we confess them before you.  You have invited us to repent and promised to forgive and save those who place their trust in you.  We trust you, Lord!  We ask for the forgiveness which only you can provide.  Strengthen our faith in Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray.  Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

Leader: God is faithful and willingly grants forgiveness to those who confess their sin. Thanks be to God that our salvation is secure in the sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus Christ our Savior. Therefore, I announce to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen!

RESPONSIVE PSALM
               Psalm 33, selected verses

Leader:
Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him.  

People: 
Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy. 

Leader:  For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does. 

People: 
The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love. 

Leader: 
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 

People: 
Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people of the world revere him. 

Leader: 
For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 

People: 
Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his inheritance. 

Leader: 
No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength. 

People: 
But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love.

Leader: 
We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 

People:  
In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. May your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, even as we put our hope in you.



	Scripture Readings

 August 22, 2010      
Habakkuk 1:12 - 2:4   Habakkuk's Second Complaint 

O LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will not die. O LORD, you have appointed them to execute judgment; O Rock, you have ordained them to punish. 

Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 

You have made men like fish in the sea, like sea creatures that have no ruler. The wicked foe pulls all of them up with hooks, he catches them in his net, he gathers them up in his dragnet; and so he rejoices and is glad. 

Therefore he sacrifices to his net and burns incense to his dragnet, for by his net he lives in luxury and enjoys the choicest food. 

Is he to keep on emptying his net, destroying nations without mercy? 

I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 

Then the LORD replied:  "Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it. For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. 

"See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright— but the righteous will live by his faith.”

Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord                                            

People:
Thanks be to God!

Romans 5:1-11    Peace and Joy 

 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 

 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God!

John 9:1-15     Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 
 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 

 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 

 Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?" Some claimed that he was. 
      Others said, "No, he only looks like him." 
      But he himself insisted, "I am the man." 

 "How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded. 

 He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see." 

 "Where is this man?" they asked him. 
      "I don't know," he said. 

 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see." 

Leader:
This is the Gospel of the Lord                                            

People:
Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



	Sermon Outline • August 22, 2010

"Minor Prophets; Major Issues"

Habakkuk

　
                   "Out of the frying pan and into the fire"

I.  God's ______________ does not make sense.

How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, "Violence!"  but you do not save?  Habakkuk 1:2


II.  God's _________________________ does not make sense.  

"Look at the nations and watch—  and be utterly amazed. 
For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told. I am raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people, who sweep across the whole earth to seize dwelling places not their own.  Habakkuk 1:5-6

III.   ___________ in God makes sense.  
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails  and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls,  yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.   Habakkuk  3:17-18


Answers to Sermon Outline: silence, explanation, Faith



	THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

THE BENEDICTION

Leader:
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People:
And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: 
Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God!




