	PRAYER OF CONFESSION

People: Lord God Heavenly Father, we repent of our sins and our unfaithfulness to you. While you have always loved us without conditions, we have chased after other gods. Whether it was the god of money or pleasure, of power and control, of fear and doubting, or of career or sheer self-centeredness -- for all these we ask your forgiveness. Restore us and remake us according to your will and strengthen our faith so that you might change us and our behavior in ways that honor you. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

	Scripture Readings

 August 1, 2010      
Hosea 11  God's Love for Israel 
 "When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. But the more I called Israel, the further they went from me. They sacrificed to the Baals and they burned incense to images. 

It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did not realize it was I who healed them. I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck 
and bent down to feed them. 

  "Will they not return to Egypt and will not Assyria rule over them because they refuse to repent? Swords will flash in their cities, will destroy the bars of their gates and put an end to their plans. My people are determined to turn from me. Even if they call to the Most High, he will by no means exalt them. 

 "How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel? How can I treat you like Admah? How can I make you like Zeboiim? My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is aroused. I will not carry out my fierce anger, nor will I turn and devastate Ephraim. For I am God, and not man— the Holy One among you. I will not come in wrath.  They will follow the LORD; he will roar like a lion. When he roars, his children will come trembling from the west.  They will come trembling like birds from Egypt, like doves from Assyria. I will settle them in their homes," declares the LORD. 

Ephraim has surrounded me with lies, the house of Israel with deceit. And Judah is unruly against God, even against the faithful Holy One.

Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord                                            

People:
Thanks be to God!

Ephesians 5:22-33   Wives and Husbands 
 
Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— for we are members of his body. "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God!

Matthew 19:1-6    Divorce 
 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. 

Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?" 

 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'?  So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."

Leader:
This is the Gospel of the Lord                                            

People:
Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



	Sermon Outline • August 1, 2010

"Minor Prophets; Major Issues"

Hosea

Introduction: Wedding messes...

　
1. The Sin: _______________!

"Their mother has been unfaithful and has conceived them in disgrace. She said, 'I will go after my lovers, who give me my food and my water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my drink.'" Hosea 2:5

• This brokenness cannot be repaid -- ____________________. 

2. God’s Judgment: ______________________.

"She has not acknowledged that I was the one who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished on her the silver and gold-- which they used for Baal. "Therefore I will take away my grain when it ripens, and my new wine when it is ready. I will take back my wool and my linen..." Hosea 2:8-9 

• ___________________________________________________. 

3. God’s Love: _________________________________.

"I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion." Hosea 2:19 

• Love is ______________.

4. Restoration: ________________________.

"I will show my love to the one I called 'Not my loved one.’ I will say to those called 'Not my people,’ 'You are my people'; and they will say, 'You are my God.’" Hosea 2:23 

• A ____________________.

Answers to Sermon Outline: Unfaithful!  It must be restored. 

Trust Lost.  Every aspect of a relationship is tainted.  To stay when others leave.  Messy.  An act of God.  New Creation.



	THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

THE BENEDICTION

Leader:
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People:
And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: 
Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People:  
Thanks be to God!
































