	PRAYER OF CONFESSION

People: Heavenly Father, we often do as we please instead of doing what pleases You.  We go the direction we think we should go, and forget about Your direction for us.  We cannot find our own way, but need Your Holy Spirit to guide us.  Help us to discern Your guidance for our lives.  Keep us in Your Word and help us to rely on Your presence among us.



	Scripture Readings

 July 18, 2010      
Psalm 139.1-14

 O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?  If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me; your right hand will hold me fast. If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me," even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.

Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord                                            

People:
Thanks be to God!

Acts 8.26-39     Philip and the Ethiopian 
 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it." 

 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. 

 "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

 The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: 
      "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth."

 The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 

 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God!

 John 14.15-18, 23-27   Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 
 "If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

"If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

 "All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”

Leader:
This is the Gospel of the Lord                                            

People:
Thanks be to God!

STATEMENT OF FAITH:

The Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed and its Explanation

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
What does this it mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.  On the last day He will raise up me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true.



	Sermon Outline ~ July 18, 2010

The Apostles’ Creed ~ The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit gives ________.

"The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being."  --Genesis 2.7

The Holy Spirit gives ___________.

"Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of the Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

 --Acts.2.38-39

The Holy Spirit gives ______________.

"But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you."  --John 14.26

The Holy Spirit has one ______________.

"He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you."

Answers to Sermon Outline: life, faith, comfort, purpose



	THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION

Leader:
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People:
And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: 
Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!


































