
WE CONFESS OUR NEED 
All:   Father, why are we so hard of hearing and so slow to respond?  The fish didn’t need to hear you 
twice.  Even the Ninevites responded the very first time they heard your call to repent.  But we are 
like Jonah:  we hear your voice and we so often choose to do our own thing and go our own way.  We 
stop if your call is inconvenient, or too hard, or too costly.  We want to find a way to make your will fit 
into our schedule.  Forgive us.  Change us by your transforming grace to always listen and always know 
that what you call us to do, you will equip us to accomplish by your divine power.  Amen. 

 
Jonah 3 
 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time:  "Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim 
to it the message I give you." Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a 
very important city—a visit required three days. On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He 
proclaimed: "Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned."  The Ninevites believed God. They declared 
a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. When the news reached the king 
of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down 
in the dust. Then he issued a proclamation in Nineveh: "By the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let 
any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. But let man and beast be 
covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their 
violence. Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will 
not perish." When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and 
did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. 
 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Acts 2:36-41 
"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Christ." When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
"Brothers, what shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is 
for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call." With many 
other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number 
that day. 
 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Matthew 8:5-13 
When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. "Lord," he said, "my servant 
lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." The centurion 
replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant 
will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he 
goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." When Jesus heard 
this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in 
Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take 
their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of the 
kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was 
healed at that very hour. 
 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 



 


