PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People: Gracious Lord, we confess that we are sinners and we cannot heal ourselves. Your Word is so honest when it describes our
condition and every person is exposed by its clarity and truthfulness. We know that our actions do not always please you and we
know that our thoughts are often even worse. But we want to live by your Word and promise. Forgive us, we pray, through Jesus
Christ our Savior. Speak words of life and grace to us again that we may live in the hope of eternal life and the joy of the
resurrection. Amen.

Scripture Readings
June 28, 2009

Isaiah 40:6-9
A voice says, "Cry out.”
And | said, "What shall | cry?"
"All men are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.
The grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of the LORD blows on them.
Surely the people are grass.
The grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of our God stands forever."
You who bring good tidings to Zion,
go up on a high mountain.
You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with a shout,
lift it up, do not be afraid;
say to the towns of Judah, "Here is your God!"
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Hebrews 4:9-13

There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as God did
from his. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience.

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid
bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!
John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in
the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him
all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was
coming into the world.

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own,
but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Sermon Outline ~ June 28, 2009
"God’s Word: Living and Active"
Hebrews 4:12-13
Introduction: Famous swords...

"Sharper than any two-edged sword..."

1. God’s Word is living --
"For the word of God is living and active." Hebrews 4:12a

e The more active,

2. God’s Word has an edge --
"Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow..." Hebrews 4:12b

e Going far

3. God’s Word judges
"It judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart Nothlng in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare
before the eyes of him to whom we must give account." Hebrews 4:12b-13

= Exposed to our

4. God’s Word
"The Word became flesh and made his dwelllng among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth." John 1:14

Answers to Sermon Outline:
and active, the more complex, and it’s sharp, past the surface, thoughts and attitudes, inmost being, is Jesus Christ.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

THE BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and give you peace.
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



