WE CONFESS OUR NEED
All:  Dearest Lord, we know that you must laugh when we think we can
run or hide from You! But then we also know that You must grieve at the things we do when we think we’re out
of your sight. We are too often like Jonah: glad to know your love for ourselves, but reluctant to share it with
others - especially with people we don’t like. Help us to love even when
we struggle with others, knowing that you loved us when we were unlovable. Forgive us and transform us, dear
Lord, for the sake of your S
on, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE
Leader: Hear this good news of forgiveness from God’s Word, “because of my great love for you, | made you
alive with Christ even when you were dead to sin. | saved you and called you to live a holy life. Therefore, count
yourself dead to sin but alive in Christ Jesus, and live a life worthy of the calling you have received.” Our sins are
forgiven, let us live as people of hope in Christ Jesus!
All:  Amen!

Scripture Readings
June 22, 2008

Jonah 1

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it,
because its wickedness has come up before me." 3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He
went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for
Tarshish to flee from the LORD. 4 Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that
the ship threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the
cargo into the sea to lighten the ship.

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6 The captain went to him and
said, "How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us, and we will not perish."”

7 Then the sailors said to each other, "Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this calamity."
They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So they asked him, "Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble
for us? What do you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?"

9 He answered, "I am a Hebrew and | worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the land."

10 This terrified them and they asked, "What have you done?" (They knew he was running away from the LORD,
because he had already told them so.)

11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, "What should we do to you to make the sea
calm down for us?"

12 "Pick me up and throw me into the sea," he replied, "and it will become calm. | know that it is my fault that
this great storm has come upon you."

13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than
before. 14 Then they cried to the LORD, "O LORD, please do not let us die for taking this man's life. Do not hold us
accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O LORD, have done as you pleased." 15 Then they took Jonah and
threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a
sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. 17 But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was
inside the fish three days and three nights.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Luke 11:29-32

The Sign of Jonah

As the crowds increased, Jesus said, "This is a wicked generation. It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given
it except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation.



The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them; for she came
from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here. The men of
Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of
Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES” CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!
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