WE CONFESS OUR NEED
All: Dear Heavenly Father, we praise you that you have given us everything we need. As we
struggle to control our own lives, you humble us with your extravagant love. In our sinfulness
we are selfish, and it is not in our nature to follow you. Though we do not deserve your love,
you have poured out your love upon us in our Savior Jesus. Forgive us our sins, and increase
our faith to follow where you lead us. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen

WORDS OF GRACE
Leader: Hear Good News of forgiveness from God’s Word, “this is how we know what love is -
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.” Let us rest in this confidence - God loved us enough
to do all that was necessary to redeem us and restore us to Him. Our sins are forgiven, let
us receive this gift with praise and joy!
All:  Amen. Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES” CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His
only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
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Deuteronomy 8:1-5

Be careful to follow every command | am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and
may enter and possess the land that the LORD promised on oath to your forefathers. Remember
how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to
test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands.
He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor
your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word
that comes from the mouth of the LORD. Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell
during these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD
your God disciplines you.

This is the Word of the Lord

1 Timothy 6:3-10

If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus
Christ and to godly teaching, he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy
interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil
suspicions and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth
and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. But godliness with contentment is great
gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have
food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to get rich fall into temptation
and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered
from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

This is the Word of the Lord



Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall | forgive my brother when he
sins against me? Up to seven times?" Jesus answered, "l tell you, not seven times, but seventy-
seven times.Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with
his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought
to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and
all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient
with me," he begged, 'and | will pay back everything.' The servant's master took pity on him,
canceled the debt and let him go. But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow
servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back
what you owe me!' he demanded. His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient
with me, and | will pay you back.' But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown
into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. Then the
master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,’ he said, 'l canceled all that debt of yours
because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as | had on
you?' In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all
he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother
from your heart.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord

THE BENEDICTION

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!



