
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
People: Dear Lord, we come to you with the hope of forgiveness. Just like James and John, there are times when we want to be in control. 

We want authority and power and the ability to call the shots. Humble us when our pride gets in the way of being your child. Bring us 
to our knees to ask for your forgiveness. Then change us. Touch our hearts to make us humble and ready to do what serves you and 
others, not ourselves. Move us to act in love that serves without conditions or expectation. Through Jesus Christ  our Lord. Amen. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
Scripture Readings 

May 17, 2009 
 

Acts 10:34-48  
Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him 

and do what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of 
all. You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because 
God was with him.  

 "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised 
him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 
chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name."  

 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and 
praising  God.  

  Then Peter said, "Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." So he 
ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 
 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
1 John 4:7-16 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us. We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has 
sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 
 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
Mark 10:35-45  
Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they said, "we want you to do for us whatever we ask."  
"What do you want me to do for you?" he asked.  
They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory."  
"You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said. "Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?"  
"We can," they answered. Jesus said to them, "You will drink the cup  



I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for 
whom they have been prepared."  
When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are 
regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be   served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Outline ~ May 17, 2009 
"Transformed by the Resurrection: John" 

Mark 3:17; 1 John 4:10-11 
 

Introduction: Nicknames... (What’s a "Son of Thunder?")  
 
John: Before 
• "Teacher," said John, "we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us." Mark 9:38  
 
• Teacher," they said, "we want you to do for us whatever we ask." "What do you want me to do for you?" he asked. They replied, "Let one 
of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory." Mark 10:35-37  
 
• When the disciples James and John saw this (that the Samaritans rejected Jesus), they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire down 
from heaven to destroy them ?"  Luke 9:54  
 
•__________________________________________!  
  
John: After 
• When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 
and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." John 19:26-27  
 
• "If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us."  1 John 1:8  
 
• "This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another." 1 John 4:10-11  
 
• "_____________________________________" 
Answers to Sermon Outline:   
Pride and Control – driven by fear! 
Perfect love drives out fear… 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 
Blessing 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 


