	PRAYER OF CONFESSION

People: Most merciful God and Father of us all, we acknowledge that we are sinful people who cannot heal ourselves. Our sins are a result of our broken condition. We are impatient. We find it hard to trust you completely. We are reluctant to submit to your will. But your mercy and grace are offered to sinners, and so we call upon your promises to forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ. Renew us and strengthen our faith that we may follow you with joy. Amen.

	Scripture Readings   

May 16, 2010

 Acts 1:1-11    Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven 

 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 

 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."

Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord

People:
Thanks be to God!

Ephesians 1:15-23   Thanksgiving and Prayer 

 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord

People:
Thanks be to God!

John 16:5-15  The Work of the Holy Spirit 

 "Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

 "I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.”

Leader:
This is the Gospel of the Lord

People:
Thanks be to God!

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen



	Sermon Outline • May 16, 2010

"Don’t Leave Home Without It"

Ascension Observance ~ Acts 1:1-11

Introduction: "Don’t leave home without it..."

The Ascension of Jesus: An Empowering Moment

1. Wait for the gift.

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised..." v.4a

•                                                        . 

2. A gift you already know about.

"... but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about." v.4b

• "                                                                  " 

3. A Holy Spirit Baptism.

"For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." v.5

•                                                                   . 

4. Powered up!

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." v.8

•                                                                   . 

5. Ascension.

"After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight." v.9

•                                                         !
Answers to Sermon Outline: a lesson in patience, “but he gave it away…!?”, from repentance to rebirth, to be witnesses of Jesus, Well, that seals it!



	THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

Leader:
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People:
And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: 
Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People:  
Thanks be to God!
































