PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People: Dear Lord, we come to you with the hope of forgiveness. There are times when we may despair of ever knowing your love.
When Mary was possessed by demons, she may have had no hope at all. But you came to her, and released her. Come to us
again. Call us. Touch us. Cast out the demons that continue to try and possess us and draw us away from you. Remind us that
nothing can stand in the way of your transforming touch. Forgive us and renew us by your grace that we may tell others of
your victory and your love. Amen.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Scripture Readings
Acts 8:26-40
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." So he started
out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians.
This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. The
Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it." Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet.
"Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to
come up and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb
before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his
descendants? For his life was taken from the earth."The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself
or someone else?" Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. As they traveled along
the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't | be baptized?" And he gave orders to stop
the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however,
appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

John 20:1-18

Leader: Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the
entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said,
Women: “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”

Leader: So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He
bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the
tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself,
separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood outside the tomb



crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and
the other at the foot. They asked her,

Men: “Woman, why are you crying?”’

Women: “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and | don’t know where they have put him.”

Leader: At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.

Men: “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”’

Leader: Thinking he was the gardener, she said,

Women: “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and | will get him.”

Leader: Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!”” (which means Teacher). Jesus said,
Men: “Do not hold on to me, for | have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning

to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.
Leader: Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news:
Women: “I have seen the Lord!”
Leader: And she told them that he had said these things to her.

Leader: Christ is risen!
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

"Transformed by the Resurrection: Mary"
John 20:10-18

Introduction: Mary Magdalene: Possessed!
1. Mary’s :

"The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom
seven demons had come out..." Luke 8:1-2

2. Mary’s .
"... Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them
out of their own means." Luke 8:3

3. Mary

“Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene." John 19:25

4. Mary .

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed
from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord
out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" John 20:1-2 (NIV)

5. Mary possessed -- i
"Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?"




Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and | will get him." Jesus
said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).

Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for | have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'l am returning to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God." Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And
she told them that he had said these things to her. John 20:15-18

Answers to Sermon Outline: Exorcism, Gratitude, at the Cross, at the Tomb, by Jesus.

THE BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and give you peace.
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



