PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People:Gracious Lord, we come before you in humility. We are so often quick to judge and to assume the worst in others -- even in those
who are close to us and even in those who are fellow believers. Forgive us for not thinking the best of others. Forgive us for not
thinking the best of You! Help us to see once again how much you have forgiven us, that we might deal graciously with others.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Readings
May 2, 2010

Acts 11:1-18 Peter Explains His Actions

The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. So when Peter went up
to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him and said, "You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them."

Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it had happened: "l was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw
a vision. | saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where | was. | looked
into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the air. Then | heard a voice telling me, 'Get up,
Peter. Kill and eat.’

"l replied, 'Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’

"The voice spoke from heaven a second time, 'Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ This happened three times, and
then it was all pulled up to heaven again.

"Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where | was staying. The Spirit told me to have
no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man's house. He told us how he had seen
an angel appear in his house and say, 'Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He will bring you a message through which you and all
your household will be saved.'

"As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. Then | remembered what the Lord had
said: 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | to think that | could oppose God?"

When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the Gentiles
repentance unto life."

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God!

Revelation 21:1-7 The New Jerusalem

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.
| saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."

He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.”

He said to me: "It is done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty | will give to drink without
cost from the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all this, and | will be his God and he will be my son.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God!

John 13:31-35 Jesus Gives a New Commandment

When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify
the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.

"My children, | will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as | told the Jews, so | tell you now: Where | am
going, you cannot come.

"A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another."

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God!



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Sermon Outline « May 2, 2010
"You Ate What? With Who?!"
Acts 11:1-18
Introduction: A "Survivor" Example...

Out of the Box. Again!
1. Did you forget ?

"You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” Acts 11:3
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” Luke 15:2

2. We continue to

Then | heard a voice telling me, 'Get up, Peter. Krll and eat.’ "l replied, 'Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered
my mouth.’ Acts 11:7-8

“Lord,” Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem." Acts
9:13

3. The Resurrection affects

“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, Do not call anythmg impure that God has made clean.’ " Acts 11:9

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." 2 Cor 5:17
(KJV)

4. God can use the
"So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | to think that | could oppose God?"
Acts 11:17

Answers to Sermon Outline: what Jesus did? argue with God, ALL of creation, least likely to reveal His will

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and give you peace.
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



