WE CONFESS OUR NEED

All: Lord Jesus, our sin messes up our perspective on faith and life in You. Sometimes we believe we
are completely without value and that you can’t possibly love us. Yet you considered us precious enough
to die in our place and take our punishment. At other times, we are arrogant -- ignoring the desperate
needs of others - deaf to the cries of the hurting here at home and even around the world. And when we
do act, we think we’re really something special. Forgive us and show us your grace again, dear Lord.
Help us to see ourselves and the world as you see us: sinners who have been redeemed by your precious
love. We are your children, Lord. Strengthen our faith and heal us again. Amen.

Scripture Readings
April 27, 2008

Acts 3:1-10

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon.
Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was
put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. When he saw Peter and John about to
enter, he asked them for money. Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at
us!" So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. Then Peter said,
"Silver or gold | do not have, but what | have | give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
walk." Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles
became strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple
courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. When all the people saw him walking and praising
God, they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called
Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

1 Peter 3:13-18a

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right,
you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." But in your hearts set apart
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that
those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It
is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ died for sins once
for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

John 14:1-14

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many
rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to prepare a place for you. And if |
go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be
where | am. You know the way to the place where | am going."

Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus
answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If
you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have
seen him." Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." Jesus answered:
"Don't you know me, Philip, even after | have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father? Don't you believe that | am in the
Father, and that the Father is in me? The words | say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the
Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the




Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. | tell you the truth,
anyone who has faith in me will do what | have been doing. He will do even greater things than these,
because | am going to the Father. And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may
bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and | will do it.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Sermon Outline - April 27, 2008
“An Easter People” < “What | Have | Give.”
Acts 3:1-10

Introduction: Ah, panhandlers...

1. What did Peter see?

“Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put
every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he
asked them for money. Peter looked straight at him, as did John.” v.2-4

2. “Look at us!™
“Then Peter said, ‘Look at us!” So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.”
v.4-5

e The Transformed

3. We give what we have.

Then Peter said, “Silver or gold | do not have, but what | have | give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of

Nazareth, walk.” v.6
 We give Jesus.

4. Jumping?!
“He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and
jumping, and praising God.” v.8

Answers to Sermon Outline:
He saw himself, are on the lookout, Always,
Fools for Christ.

BENEDICTION

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Christ is Risen!

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!







