
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

People: Lord Jesus, we’re like Thomas in so many ways. Maybe we don’t doubt that you rose from the grave, but we 
wonder and doubt about many things. We wonder if you really love us. We are afraid that our past is too dark to 
forgive. We are afraid of death and pain and loss. We struggle to trust in your promises to provide and care, and 
so we are not generous with our time or treasures. Forgive us, dear Lord, and work such faith in us that we may 
fall at your feet with Thomas and declare again and again, "You are my Lord and my God!" Amen. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen 
 

Scripture Readings 
 April 19, 2009       

Acts 4:32-35  
All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared 
everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much 
grace was upon them all. There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or 
houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he 
had need. 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
1 John 1:1 - 2:2 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify 
to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what 
we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.  
  This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we 
claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  
  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to 
be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.  
  My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the 
Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also 
for the sins of the whole world. 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
John 20:19-31   
 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent 



me, I am sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, 
they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."  
  Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, "We have seen the Lord!"  
       But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe it." A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, 
"Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."  
  Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"  
  Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed."  
  Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these 
are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name. 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon Outline ~ April 19, 2009 
"Transformed by the Resurrection: Thomas" 

John 20:19-31 
Introduction: Living down a reputation... 
 
"Doubting(?) Thomas" 
 
1. "OK, well then let’s go back and die with Jesus..." 
Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." John 11:16  

• Thomas as                         .  
 

2. "Jesus, we don’t know where we’re going?!" 
Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" John 14:5 

• I’m not a pessimist!                                     !  
 

3. "Prove it!" 
But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into 
his side, I will not believe it." John 20:25 

•                                                    .  
 

4. "My Lord and my God!" 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 
and believe." Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" John 20:27-28  

•                                                                             !  
 

Answers to Sermon Outline:  Eeyore.  I’m a realist!  Thomas the skeptic.  Watch out for the transformed skeptic! 
 

BENEDICTION 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God! 

 


