
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

People: Lord God, Almighty Father, you alone are Holy and just and pure. In your presence we see and know that we are stained by 
sin in our words and in our actions. With Isaiah we cry out: "Woe is me! I am unclean." We confess that our words are often hurtful. 
Our words are often filled with envy and gossip and half-truths. We need to learn how to talk all over again -- in a way that honors 
you and speaks of your healing love. Forgive us and purify our lips that we may tell of your glory to all people. Amen. 

 
 

Scripture Readings 
 March 22, 2009       

Isaiah 6:1-7 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him 

were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  
And they were calling to one another:  
    "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."  

 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.  
  "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, 

the LORD Almighty."  
  Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  With it he touched my mouth 

and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
James 3:3-12 
When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. Or take ships as an example. Although they 
are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. Likewise the tongue is a 
small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world 
of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. All 
kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the tongue. It is a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God's 
likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the 
same spring? My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Mark 7:31-37 

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. There some 
people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man.  

 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue. He 
looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, "Ephphatha!" (which means, "Be opened!"). At this, the man's ears were opened, his 
tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.  

 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it. People were overwhelmed with 
amazement. "He has done everything well," they said. "He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak." 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 



Sermon Outline ~ March 22, 2009 
"Open Wide!" • "With Open Lips" 

Mark 7:31-37 
  
Introduction: "Look who’s talking..?" 
 
1. Purify my lips! 
"Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips... Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he 
had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your 
sin atoned for." Isaiah 6:5-7 
 

•                     our speech. 
 

2. Open my lips. 
"After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue. He looked 
up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, "Ephphatha!" (which means, "Be opened!"). At this, the man's ears were opened, his tongue was 
loosened and he began to speak plainly." Mark 7:33-35 
 

• to speak                         . 
 

3. That I may declare your praise. 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise." Psalm 51:15 
"Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you." Psalm 51:13 
 

• "                                                                       ..."  
 

4. And then remind me when to be silent. 
"The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will bestow." 
Isaiah 62:2 
 

• Listen to what God is saying                            . 
 
 
Answers to Sermon Outline:   
filter; plainly; pray, praise, and give thanks; about you 
 

 
THE BENEDICTION 

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 

 


