	PRAYER OF CONFESSION

People:
Lord God, Heavenly Father, we have too often put our trust in those things which we can see and touch. We struggle to have faith in that which is unseen and immeasurable. But your promises are what can give us certainty and hope. Forgive us for our weak faith, and for the energy and resources we expend on that which will not last. Feed us by your Word that we may be strengthened to stand firm upon what You have said and done, and not on the works of our hands. Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. Amen.

	Scripture Readings

 March 21, 2010   

Isaiah 43:16-21 

 This is what the LORD says— he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters, who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 

 "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the desert and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise.”

Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord                                            

People:
Thanks be to God!

Philippians 3:4b-14 
      If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 
 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord                                            

People:
Thanks be to God!

Luke 21:5-19

Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, "As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down." 

 "Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?" 

 He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is near.' Do not follow them. When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away." 

 Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 

 "But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. This will result in your being witnesses to them. But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. All men will hate you because of me. But not a hair of your head will perish. By standing firm you will gain life.

Leader:
This is the Gospel of the Lord                                            

People:
Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



	Sermon Outline • March 21, 2010

"Rough Road Ahead"

Luke 21:5-19

Introduction: Signs of the times...

Ready for what’s coming?

1. What we think _______________________.

"As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down." v.6


• Begs a question...  (So what WILL last?  What will you stand on?)

2. ______________________.

"Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is near.' Do not follow them." v.8


• We’ve been given the tools to know truth from error. 

3. Remember that __________________________________.

"Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven." v.10-11


• But God’s promises will not.

4. It’s not easy to be ___________________________________.

"But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name." v.12


• But this will be our witness.

"This will result in your being witnesses to them." v.13


• Jesus will defend us.

"For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict." v.15 


• Our eternity is secure.

"But not a hair of your head will perish. By standing firm you will gain life." v.18-19

Answers to Sermon Outline: will last won’t last, don’t be fooled, circumstances will change, a follower of Jesus Christ



	THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

Leader:
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People:
And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: 
Go in peace, serve the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God!


































