WE CONFESS OUR NEED

All:  Lord God, Heavenly Father, the spectre of death often haunts us and prompts doubts and fears.
Our fears are based in the unknown and on the uncertainties we have about ourself and others. But
you came to bring certainty. Your resurrection shows us that our future is secure. Forgive our fears
and doubts. Forgive us for weak faith. Strengthen our walk with you so that we may bring comfort and
confidence to all who still tremble under the shadow of death. Renew us that we might bring hope to
others. In Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Readings
March 9, 2008

Ezekiel 37:7-14
So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the
bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered
them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man,
and say to it, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into
these slain, that they may live.' "So | prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came
to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.' Therefore prophesy
and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, | am going to open your graves and
bring you up from them; | will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that |
am the LORD, when | open your graves and bring you up from them. | will put my Spirit in you and you will
live, and | will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that | the LORD have spoken, and | have done
it, declares the LORD.""

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Romans 8:1-11

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,-because through Christ Jesus the
law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do in
that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be
a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law
might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. Those
who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live
in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is
death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not
submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. You,
however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is
dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

John 11:17-27, 38-44

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Bethany was less
than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at
home. "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But | know that
even now God will give you whatever you ask."” Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again.” Martha
answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the



resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the
Christ,-the Son of God, who was to come into the world."

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the
entrance. "Take away the stone," he said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this
time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days." Then Jesus said, "Did | not tell you that if you
believed, you would see the glory of God?" So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said,
"Father, | thank you that you have heard me. | knew that you always hear me, but | said this for the benefit
of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me." When he had said this, Jesus called in
a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen,
and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go."

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Sermon Outline - March 9, 2008
“Christ the Master” e “Christ Masters Death”
John 11
Introduction: ““He’s just mostly dead...”

Christ Masters Death - Foreshadowing Easter.

1. Jesus changes .
After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but | am going
there to wake him up.” v.11

* Insleep, you CAN take it with you!

2. A Model ?1
“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But | know that
even now God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha
answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “l am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” v.21-27

= An example of bold faith.

3. “Deeply moved and troubled...”
“When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply
moved in spirit and troubled.” v.33

e The family of faith !

4. The trump card: “ !
When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”” The dead man came out, his
hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. v.43-44

e Faith sees the glory of God.




Answers to Sermon Outline: the equation on death, Martha, grieves together - with hope, Lazarus, come
out

Blessing
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



