WE CONFESS OUR NEED

All: Lord God, Heavenly Father, we find that as we come before you, our sinful
nature constantly hinders our walk with you. We still too often live in darkness. Like
the blind man, we are in a condition we cannot correct without your grace. We are
too quick to judge, too slow to understand, and too reluctant to be instructed by You.
Forgive us for our sharp tongues and for easy it is for us to criticize and blame others
for our own failings. Heal us and forgive us by your grace, Lord Jesus, that we might
walk in the light of your truth. Amen.

Scripture Readings
March 2, 2008

Isaiah 42:14-21
"For a long time | have kept silent, | have been quiet and held myself back. But now,
like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, | gasp and pant. | will lay waste the mountains
and hills and dry up all their vegetation; | will turn rivers into islands and dry up the
pools. | will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths | will
guide them; | will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places
smooth. These are the things | will do; | will not forsake them. But those who trust in
idols, who say to images, 'You are our gods,’ will be turned back in utter shame.
"Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see! Who is blind but my servant, and
deaf like the messenger | send? Who is blind like the one committed to me, blind like
the servant of the LORD? You have seen many things, but have paid no attention;
your ears are open, but you hear nothing." It pleased the LORD for the sake of his
righteousness to make his law great and glorious.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Romans 5:8-14

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we
be saved from God's wrath through him! For if, when we were God's enemies, we
were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation. Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death
through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned—for before the
law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no
law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even
over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of
the one to come.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" "Neither this man nor his
parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be
displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me.
Night is coming, when no one can work. While | am in the world, | am the light of the



world." Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and
put it on the man's eyes. "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word
means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on which
Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the
Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the
man replied, "and | washed, and now | see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is
not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." But others asked, "How can a sinner
do such miraculous signs?" So they were divided. Finally they turned again to the blind
man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened." The man
replied, "He is a prophet.” To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how
dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out.

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you
believe in the Son of Man?" "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that | may
believe in him." Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking
with you." Then the man said, "Lord, | believe," and he worshiped him. Jesus said,
"For judgment | have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who
see will become blind."

So they were divided. Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to
say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, "He is a prophet." To
this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And
they threw him out.

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you
believe in the Son of Man?" "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that | may
believe in him." Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking
with you." Then the man said, "Lord, | believe,"” and he worshiped him. Jesus said,

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,
His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

Sermon Outline - March 2, 2008
“Christ the Master” < “Christ Masters Darkness”
John 9
Introduction: The Miracle Worker

Christ Masters Darkness.

1. A blind man in the dark.



As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.” v.1

= Jesus

2. Disciples in the dark.

His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that
the work of God might be displayed in his life.” v.2-3

3. Neighbors in the dark.

His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same
man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks
like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” v.8-9

e What Jesus

4. Pharisees in the dark.

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” So they were
divided. v.16

e Be right, but first .
Answers to Sermon Outline: restores creation, a chance for grace, did for me, DO right

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and
be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you
peace.

People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.

Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



