
 
 
WE CONFESS OUR NEED 
 
All: Lord Jesus, we come to you this day.  Sometimes we come to you like Nicodemus, and come fearfully and alone.  We 
are filled with doubts and questions.  Our fears and lack of trust paralyze us.  When we are honest with ourselves, we know 
we do not have the answers or the power to conquer our sins and fears.  But you do.  Your perfect love for us has overcome 
our fears.  We have been born again from above by your Spirit!  Renew us and forgive us, dear Lord, that we might set aside 
fear and live in faith.  We ask in your powerful name.  Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings 
February 17, 2008 

 
Psalm 69:6-16 
May those who hope in you not be disgraced because of me, O Lord, the LORD Almighty; may those who seek you not be put 
to shame because of me, O God of Israel. For I endure scorn for your sake, and shame covers my face. I am a stranger to my 
brothers, an alien to my own mother's sons; for zeal for your house consumes me, and the insults of those who insult you 
fall on me. When I weep and fast, I must endure scorn; when I put on sackcloth, people make sport of me. Those who sit at 
the gate mock me, and I am the song of the drunkards. But I pray to you, O LORD, in the time of your favor; in your great 
love, O God, answer me with your sure salvation. Rescue me from the mire, do not let me sink; deliver me from those who 
hate me, from the deep waters. Do not let the floodwaters engulf me or the depths swallow me up or the pit close its mouth 
over me. Answer me, O LORD, out of the goodness of your love; in your great mercy turn to me. 
 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
1 John 4:13-21 
 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the 
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him 
and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God 
in him. In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this 
world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 
The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his 
brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 
And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
John 3:1-17 
 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night 
and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are 
doing if God were not with him." In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he 
is born again." "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his 
mother's womb to be born!" Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of 
water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 
'You must be born again.' The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from 
or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. "You are Israel's 
teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we 
testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and 
you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the 
one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life." For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 



condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon Outline  -  February 17, 2008 
“Christ the Master”  •  “Christ Masters Fear” 

John 3:1-17 

Introduction:  What are you afraid of? 
 
Christ Masters Fear. 
 
1.  Fear of embarrassment.   
“Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at 
night...”  v.1-2 
     •   When love                                                                              . 
 
2.  Fear of the truth.  
“Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if 
God were not with him.”  v.2 
    •   When love                                                                                    . 
 
3.  Fear of the impossible. 
“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb 
to be born!”  v.4 
    •   When love                                                                              . 
 
4.  Fear of the uncertain. 
“The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So 
it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.   v.8-9 
    •  When love                                                            . 
 
“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear...”  1 John 4:18 
 
Answers to Sermon Outline: sees the person, not the package, motivates correction and discipline, accomplishes what we cannot, drives leadership 
 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift 
up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
 
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 


