WE CONFESS OUR NEED

All:  Lord God, Heavenly Father, we struggle daily with temptations. Some are stupid, little
things that bit by bit draw us away from you. Others are powerful and when we give in, we are
truly damaged. Still other temptations cause us to hurt others or fail to help when we know we
should. Forgive us, Lord, and fix our eyes on Jesus, who fights on our behalf and wins salvation by
crushing Satan and his lies. Renew our faith and remove our doubts. We ask for your grace in the
merciful name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

Scripture Readings
February 10, 2008

Genesis 3:1-15

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said
to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden?" The woman
said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, 'You must
not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you
will die."" "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." When the
woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable
for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. Then the man and
his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the
man, "Where are you?' He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and | was afraid because | was
naked; so | hid." And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
that | commanded you not to eat from?" The man said, "The woman you put here with me—she
gave me some fruit from the tree, and | ate it." Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is
this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and | ate." So the LORD God said
to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the
wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And | will
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your
head, and you will strike his heel.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Hebrews 4:12-16

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even
to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the
eyes of him to whom we must give account. Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has
gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we
do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who
has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then approach the
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our
time of need.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



Luke 4:1-13

The Temptation of Jesus

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert,
where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the
end of them he was hungry. The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to
become bread." Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.” The devil led
him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And he said to
him, "I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and | can give it
to anyone | want to. So if you worship me, it will all be yours."” Jesus answered, "It is written:
'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.™ The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand
on the highest point of the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from
here. For it is written: " 'He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they
will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.™ Jesus
answered, "It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.~ When the devil had finished all this
tempting, he left him until an opportune time.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Sermon Outline - February 10, 2008
Christ the Master - “Christ Masters Temptation”
Luke 4:1-13

Introduction: What’s it mean to be “a master?”’
1. The master of the

The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” v.3
e Sweatin’ the small stuff.

2. The master of our .
The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.
And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me,
and | can give it to anyone | want to. So if you worship me, it will all be yours.” v.5-7

- A Call to Power!

3. The master of our .
The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here.” v.9

e Religion for show.

4. Why does this matter?

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then
approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to



help us in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:15-16
e This Lenten season -- let us fix our eyes on Jesus.

Answers to Sermon Outline: flesh, pride, faith

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.
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