
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

People: Lord Jesus, we sometimes struggle to hear your voice.  The voices of other desires confuse and tempt us to listen to them.  
Forgive us for not listening to you and your word.  Forgive us for allowing the voice of our demons to drown out your voice.  Increase our 
knowledge of you that we might always be able to discern when you call to us and then strengthen our faith that we might follow where 
you lead.  We trust in your grace, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings 

 January 31, 2010    
Jeremiah 1:4-10 

The word of the LORD came to me, saying, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed 
you as a prophet to the nations."  
      "Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am only a child."  

 But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a child.' You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you.  Do not 
be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD.  

 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, "Now, I have put my words in your mouth.  See, today I 
appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant." 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13 

 And now I will show you the most excellent way.  
 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of 

prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I 
give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  

 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, 
it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.  

 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, 
it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. When I was a child, I 
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a poor 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  

 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
Luke 4 :31-37 
Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit  

 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. They were amazed at his teaching, 
because his message had authority.  

 In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, "Ha! What do you want with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!"  

 "Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him.  
 All the people were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they 

come out!" And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area. 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord                                             
People: Thanks be to God! 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 



Sermon Outline ~ January 31, 2010 
“Speaking with Authority” 

Luke 4:31-37 
 

Introduction:  The scariest movie I ever saw… 
 

1. With God’s _________________. 
They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority.  Luke 4:32 

 
2. The demons _______________ Jesus before His followers do. 

"Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!" Luke 4:34 
 

3. Christ _______________ the demons and has the 
 

 __________ to drive them out. 
"Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring 
him.  Luke 4:35  
 

4. It’s time we __________ the promises of Christ  
 

and ___________ to His message. 
All the people were amazed and said to each other,  
"What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!"  
Luke 4:36 

Answers to Sermon Outline:  authority, recognize, commands, power, hear, listen 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts. 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 


