PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People: Lord Jesus, we confess that we are sinners who are unable to heal ourselves. We cannot be right with God without You. Yet when
you speak to us, there are times we are defensive and disagreeable. We do not see ourselves as the poor, the blind, the oppressed, or a
prisoner. We are proud of our freedom, our initiative, our work, and our abilities. Humble us and forgive us for not hearing you when you
speak. Give us hearts eager to be changed by your healing touch. Amen

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Scripture Readings
January 24, 2010
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

All the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of
Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel. So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly,
which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square
before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book
of the Law.

Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. Ezra
praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, "Amen! Amen!" Then they bowed down and worshiped the
LORD with their faces to the ground. They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people
could understand what was being read.

Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, "This day is sacred
to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep." For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.

Nehemiah said, "Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our
Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength."”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

1 Corinthians 12:12-20
The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were
all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, "Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body," it would
not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body," it would not
for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear,
where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they
were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Luke 4:16-30

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up
to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."



Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and
he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. "Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked.

Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that
you did in Capernaum.'"

"I tell you the truth," he continued, "no prophet is accepted in his hometown. | assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah's
time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of
them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not
one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian."

All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the
hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Outline = January 24, 2010
"The Year of the Lord’s Favor"
Luke 4:16-30
Introduction: "Can you go home again?"

Jesus’ first sermon:
"The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to release the oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
Luke 4:18-19 (NIV) quoting Isaiah 61:1-2 (LXX)

1. for the .
"'Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Matt. 5:3

2. for the :
"It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery." Galatians 5:1

3. for the .

"Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | am fully
known."

1 Corinthians 13:12

4. the .
"Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls." Matthew 11:29

Yes, this is the year of the Lord’s favor!
Answers to Sermon Outline: Good news, poor. Freedom, prisoners. Recovery of sight, blind. Release, oppressed.

THE BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.
People: And the people took the blessing and held it in their hearts.
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



